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The  members  of  the  Synod  are  informed,  that  the  delay,  in  the  publication 
of  this  Cliarge,  has  been  caused  by  the  Bishop's  absence  from  Halifax. 
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A    CHARGE. 


ublicfttion 


My  Reverend  Brethren, — 

According  to  the  custom  of  this  Diocese,  you  should 
have  been  summoned  to  attend  here  two  years  ago,  but  in 
consequence  of  my  absence  in  England  at  the  usual  time 
for  holding  my  Visitation,  I  v^ras  u'lable  to  meet  you ;  and, 
as  there  was  not  any  session  of  our  Synod  last  year,  I  have 
deferred  the  Visitation  until  this  summer,  in  order  that 
you  might  make  one  visit  to  the  city  suffice  for  two 
purposes,  and  be  spared  the  inconvenience  of  a  second 
journey. 

We  have,  as  usual,  to  commemorate  some  who,  since 
the  previous  Visitation,  have  been  removed  from  the  scene 
of  their  labors,  and  foremost  among  them  George  Augustus 
Selwyn,  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  far  better  known  as  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand,  to  w^hich  Diocese  he  was  consecrated  in 
1841,  the  *first  Bishop  sent  to  the  Southern  Ocean,  the 
whole  of  our  Colonial  and  Missionary  Dioceses  at  that 
time  being  eleven,  whereas  at  the  date  of  his  death  they 
had  increased  to  sixty-one.  He  has  been  rightly  regarded 
as  a  pattern  of  a  Missionary  Bishop,  indefatigable,  earnest, 
and  skilful  in  adapting  himself  to  all  circumstances,  and 
to  all  persons  with  whom  he  was  brought  into  contact. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  he  twice  visited  British  North 
America  and  the  United  States,  with  reference,  more 
particularly,  to  a  second  Conference  of  Bishops  at  Lambeth, 
and  having  accomplished  the  object,  which  he  considered 
to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  Church,  he  was  taken 
away  a  few  months  before  the  assembling  of  the  Conference 
in  1878,  for  which  he  had  been  preparing,  having  issued 

61^5  0\ 


invitations  to  many  of  us  to  spend  a  few  days  with  hin^wn  e 
at  Lichfield  before  the  day  of  meeting.  iny  on 

Next  to  the  name  of  Selwyn,  that  of  Feild  was  probabh 
best   known  and  most  highly   esteemed  on   the   list 
Colonial  Bishops.      "VVe   are  naturally   more  particularlj 
interested  in  his  labors  because  he  was  personally  known 
at   least  by   sight,   to  many   of  us,   and    because    thos< 
among  whom  he  ministered  are  our  near  neighbors,  wit! 
whom  we  have  direct  intercourse.     His  last  illness  wai  '^^Pl^° 
probably  to  be  attributed  to  overtasking  his  strength  ii  ^^^\,r. 
the   early   part   of  1876,  by   undertaking   the  work  of  j , 
country  mission  in  very  severe  weather,  in  order  to  allovi  ^?^  ^ 
the  incumbent  to  proceed  to  England  for  medical  advicef  "^*^y^ 
He  has  left  a  remarkable  pattern  of  self-denial,  and  abne  »^"^^*^ 
gation  of  self-indulgence  of  every  kind,  as  one  who  fel  ^^®  ^ 
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that  the  servant  of  the  Lord  must  endure  hardness.     H( 
expected  much  from  all  his  clergy,  but  he  was  himsel 

always  an  example  of  what  he  required  from  them.  ^^^  ^^^^ 

dispjse 
These  are  outside  of  our  own  Ecclesiastical  Province,  iinieul 
and  I  fear  that  Newfoundland  must  remain  outside,  th(  ^.j^q^j^j 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  including  it  being  almost  insuper  ^^g  jjj 
able,  although  the  position  of  Dioceses  thus  isolated  i:  rrovvn 
unsatisfactory  to  themselves,  and  an  infringement  of  th(  years  o 
Provincial  system,  approved  by  the  Lambeth  (Conferences  fj^^f. 
But  there  have  been  also  changes  in  this  Province,  thi  ^-^q  q] 
then  Metropolitan  having  returned  to  England,  and  th<  v\'hich 
venerable  Bishop  of  Toronto  having  been  removed  b]  p^^^.^  g 
death,  while  the  new  Diocese  of  Niagara  has  been  created  becaviS' 
The  Bishops  now  occupying  these  Sees  have  all  bee 
directly  elected  by  the  Synods  of  the  respective  Dioceses 
the  former  complicated  system  of  election  for  the  See  o 
Montreal  having  been  abolished,  and  the  Bishop  o 
Fredericton  having  been  elected  Metropolitan  by  th( 
House  of  Bishops.  This  is  not  the  place  for  a  discussioil 
of  the  merits  of  this  system,  and  I  am  unable  to  sugge6«|.^j^g  ^^ 
any  better  ;  but  I  may  say  that,  from  observation  of  thtljj^tervi 
elections  in  the  neighboring  States,  as  well  as  from  ouCji-ead^ 
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with  hiri^wn  experience,  the  man  who  would  be  the  first  choice  of 

my  one  party  is  never  likely  to  be  actually  elected. 

s  nrobibh      ^®  have  lost  by  death  and  by  removal  thirty-two,  and 

he   list   o  ^^^'®   added   to  our  number   thirty-three,   twenty-six  by 

,«4^;,„i„„i  )rdiuation  of  Deacons,  and  seven  who  have  come  in  from 

[lrtlculari^    ,       ,..  ,  i     .      i 

Iv  known  *^"^^  Uioccses,  so  that  we  are  nearly  m  the  same  position 

use    thos  "  which  we  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  period;  but  we 
.,i)ught  to  have  increased,  and  I  fear   that  the   means  of 
Iness  w    >^^PPorting    additional   clergy   are    even   less    than   they 
■rength  h  ^v*^^^^«i^.  Y^^^rs  ago. 

work  of  W  ithin  a  few  weeks  one  of  our  veterans  has  been  taken 
to  allow  ^^^^  ^^  '"  ^  good  old  ago,  after  56  years  of  service  in  the 
■al  advicp  ^'^^^Y^^^i-  James  Cuppaidge  Cochran  is  a  name  that  has 
and  abne  5^"^*^^  .^"  enduring  place  in  our  annals,  and  wo  trust  that 
'  who  fel  ^^^  example  may  inspire  many  followers.  He  was  in 
ness  H(  ^^^^^^  most  abundant,  and  now  he  is  at  rest,  and  his 
himsel  ^^''^^  ^^^  ^*^^^  before  us  as"  evidences  of  his  zeal  and  per- 
gjjj  severance.      You,   my  younger  brethren,  when    you  are 

[lisp  jsed  to  complain  of  the  hardness  of  your  lot,  and  of  the 
I  ^  y^^'^^^^pitiiculty  of  laboring  in  some  of   our  country  districts, 
itsicle,  thi  should   look  back   and  consider  how  much  more  difficult 
t  insuper  ^^a,s,  in  the  early  days,  the  work  of  those  who  have  now 
solated  1  Tfown  grey  in  their  Master's  service,  or  who,  after  many 
?nt  01  thf,  years  of  arduous  labors,  have  entered  into  their  rest, 
nierences       (phe  great  event  of  the  period,  regarded  in  its  relation  to 
ince,   tn(  ^^e    Church,    has  been  the  second   Lambeth  Conierence, 
and  th(  which,  according  to  the  understanding  at  the  first  Confer- 
noved  bi  pjice,  should  have  been  held  in  187*7,  but  was  deferred, 
n  created;  because  in  that  year  the  meetings  of  Synods  and  Conven- 
iens ill  other  parts  of  the  -\vorld,  in  the  United  States,  in 
anada,  and  in  New  Zealand,  would  have  prevented  the 
tteiidance  of  many   of  the  Bishops.     Moreover,  dissatis- 
action   had  been   expressed  at   some  of  the   restrictions 
mposed  upon  the  former  Conference,  and  an  indisposition 
iscussioiitQ  attend  on  the  part  of  our  brethren  in  the  United  States 
sugges|.wj^g  apprehended,  but  all  difficulties  were  removed  by  the 
m  oi  th|jj^tgj.ygj^tion  of  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  to  which  I  have 
from  oulalj^ady  referred;  and  on  St.  Teter's  Day,  1878,  the  Arch- 
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bishop,  sitting  in  St.  Augustine's  stono  chair  in  tho 
Cathedral  of  Canterbury,  received  the  Bi8hoi)s  \vho  had 
come,  some  of  them  from  tho  antipodes,  to  attend  the  Con- 
ference. There  were,  however,  present  on  this  occasion 
less  than  fortj%  including  only  five  of  the  English  Bishops. 
St.  Peter's  Day  is  annually  observed  at  St.  Auuustino's 
College  by  the  commemoration  of  founders  and  bcnclactors, 
and  we  assembled  thereat  the  special  service  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  occasion  being  of  peculiar  interest,  as  it  was  the 
termination  of  the  25  years'  labors  of  tho  AVard«-'n,  Dr. 
Bailey,  to  whom  the  Colonial  Church  is  deeply  indt'btcd 
for  the  many  useful  Missionari(!s  pr^^pared  under  his 
guidance,  and  sent  forth  to  minister  in  all  parts  of  the 
world. 

On  Tuesday,  July  2nd,  the  Conference  was  opened  with 
celebration  of  Holy  Communion  in  the  Chapel  of  Lambeth 
Palace,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Archbishop  of  York  ;  and  in 
the  afternoon  we  commenced  the  transaction  of  ])usiucss. 
At  this   meeting   many   were  w^anting  wlio,  at  llie  first 
Conference,  had  taken  an  active  part.     The  Archbishop 
who  at  that  time  presided,  and  the  three  Metropolitans  of 
Montreal,  New  Zealand,  and  South  Africa,  with  tlie  Bishop 
of  Oxford,  and  many  others,  had  passed  away  ;  but  whereas 
the  whole  number  was  then  less  than  80,  this  Conference 
was  attended  by  exactly  100  Bishops,  including  the  Arch- 
bishop and  Bishops  of  the  Northern  Provincv     who  had 
on  the  former  occasion  declined  to  lake  part,     Still  there 
were  many  absentees,  aiul  the  one  hundred  represented 
nearly   double   that   number  of  Bishops  of  the  Anglican 
Church  or  in  communion  with  her.     Such  an  assembly 
could  not   be   gath«}red   together  without   exercising    an 
influence    upon   the   whole  body   thus   represented,  and 
especially    it  manifested   the    true   unity   of  the   widely 
separated  parts  of  the  great  Anglican  body  dispersed,  in 
fact,  throughout  the  world.     The  sentiments  expressed  by 
the  chief  recognized  organs  of  public  opinion  attested  the 
change   of    feeling   since   the   first   Conference,    and   the 
growing  conviction  of  the  importance  of  such  assemblies 


Thus espocially  the  "Times,"  whiih  in  186Y  treated  the 
whole  with  contempt,  as  a  pretentious  experiment  endinj? 
in  failure,  saiu  of  this,  *'  Whatever  may  be  the  result  of 
the  mere  formal  work,  we  are  well  satisfied  that  the 
Conferenc*^  itself  has  not,  and  cannot  hav(»,  been  without 
its  fruits  of  one  kind  or  another."  "  The  Lambeth  Confe- 
rence is  most  properly  a  great  demonstration  of  what  the 
English  Church  has  grown  to  be.  It  helps  us  all  to  feel 
that  our  national  form  of  religion  is  a  vast  and  widely- 
spreading  influence,  co-extensive  with  our  race,  and 
dependent  upon  something  better  and  more  enduring  than 
the  accidents  of  place  or  establishment." 

The  chief  impediment  to  the  action  oi  these  Conferences 
is  probably  the  position  of  the  Church  of  England  as 
established,  so  that  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  does  not 
venture  to  allow  the  free,  unrestricted  discussion  of 
subjects  of  general  interest,  which  would  otherwise  be 
most  desirable  ;  and  one  of  the  Committees  suggested  that 
"such  Conferences  call  iogether  from  time  to  time  by 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterlmry,  at  the  request  of.  or  in 
consultation  with,  the  Bishops  of  our  communion,  might 
with  advantage  be  invested  in  iuture  with  somewhat 
larger  liberty,  is  to  the  initiation  and  selection  of  subjects 
for  discussion."  This,  too,  is  the  great  impedim^. it  to  the 
formation  of  any  autlioritativc  assembly,  such  as  has  been 
proposed,  for,  if  all  were  equally  free,  there  could  not  be 
much  diiliculty  in  forming  a  Council,  of  which  the  deci- 
sions should  only  be  obligatory  so  far  as  they  might  be 
adopted  by  the  Provincial  Synods. 

The  Bishops  from  the  United  States  who  attended  have 
spoken  very  warmly  since  their  return  of  the  kindly 
greeting  with  which  they  were  everywhere  received,  and 
particularly  have  expressed  their  conviction  and  admira- 
tion of  the  prevailing  life  and  power  of  the  Church  in 
England.  I  venture  to  quote,  as  an  illustration,  the 
eloquent  words  of  one=^  who,  together  with  the  name,  has 
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inherited  his  father's  reputation  ana  ability:  "  I  felt  that 
I  must  be  more  of  a  Bishop  and  more  of  a  man  from  the 
baptism  of  the  power  of  the  second  Lambeth  Conference, 
because  in  size,  in  spirit,  in  character,  in  representative 
extent,  in  loving  brotherliness,  in  single  mindedness,  in 
unity,  in  ability,  in  intellectuality,  in  spirituality,  from 
beginning  to  end,  it  made  me  know  as  I  never  knew  before 
the  meaning  of  the  Creed's  outburst  of  proud  and  joyful 
fait  as  much  part  of  every  whole  belief  as  the  first 
article,  'I  believe  in  one  holy  catholic  and  Apostolic 
Church.'  I  would  to  God  that  some  magnetic  power 
were  mine  to  thrill  this  message,  and  the  meaning  of  it, 
into  all  the  hearts  that  were  not  there." 

The  proceedings  of  this  Conference  differed  from  the 
first,  in  that  arrangements  were  made  for  the  reference  to 
Committees  of  subjects  discussed  in  the  first  week,  and  for 
the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  those  Committees  at 
the  end  of  the  month.  Six  Committees  were  appointed, 
but  of  these  only  five  reported,  the  other  having  found 
the  time  too  short  to  admit  of  a  satisfactory  report,  al- 
though the  subject  was  the  most  important  of  all  those 
submitted  to  us ;  "  modern  forms  of  infidelity,  and  the 
best  mode  of  dealing  with  them."  The  report  on  "the 
best  mode  of  maintaining  union  among  the  various 
Churches  of  the  Anglican  communion,"  is  that  in  which 
we  are  chiefly  interested.  And  among  other  things,  it  is 
recommended  to  use  the  Prayer  for  Unity  on  the  Day  of 
Intercession  for  Missions,  with  these  observations :  "  As 
our  Divine  Lord  has  so  closely  connected  the  unity  of  His 
followers  with  the  world's  belief  in  His  own  Mission  from 
the  Father,  it  seems  to  us  that  intercessions  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  His  Kingdom  may  well  be  joined,  with  earnest 
prayer,  that  all  who  profess  faith  in  Him  may  be  one  flock 
under  one  Shepherd." 

In  this  report  the  essential  unity  of  the  several  branches 
is  thankfully  recognized,  in  that  "they  teach  the  same 
AVord  of  God,  partake  of  the  same  Divinely-ordained 
Sacraments  through  the  ministry  of  the  same   Apostolic 
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orders,  and  worship  one  God  and  Father  through  the  same 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  same  Holy  and  Divine  Spirit." 
At  the  same  time  it  is  admitted  that  there  may  be  need  of 
some  provision  to  prevent  serious  differences  as  the  several 
branches  become  more  independent,  and  exercise  their 
right  to  adapt  their  system  of  discipline  and  orders  of  wor- 
ship to  their  particular  circumstances.  And,  inasmuch  as 
a  true  General  Council,  or  even  a  Synod  of  all  the  Angli- 
can Churches,  is  now  practically  impossible,  such  a  Con- 
ference of  the  same  character  as  those  which  have  been 
already  held,  is  suggested  as  the  best  resource ,  with  some 
extension  and  improvement  in  details. 

"  They  believe  that  the  internal  unity  of  the  several 
Churches  will  help  greatly  to  the  union  of  these  one  with 
another.  And,  while  they  consider  that  such  large 
elasticity  in  the  forms  of  worship  is  desirable  as  will  give 
wide  scope  to  all  legitimate  expressions  of  devotional 
feeling,  they  would  appeal  on  the  other  hand  to  the  Apos. 
tolic  precept  that  all  things  be  done  unto  edifying ;  and 
to  the  Catholic  principle,  that  order  and  obedience,  even 
at  the  sacrifice  of  personal  preferences  and  tastes,  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  Christian  unity." 

The  importance  of  letters  commendatory  from  clergy- 
men to  members  of  their  flocks  going  from  one  country  to 
another,  is  emphatically  urged.  The  Committee  considers 
it  desirable  that  the  clergy  should  urge  on  such  persons 
the  duty  of  promptly  presenting  these  letters,  and  should 
carefully  instruct  them  as  to  the  oneness  of  the  Church  in 
its  Apostolical  constitution  under  its  varying  organizations 
and  conditions.  I  would  si)ooially  enforce  this  recom- 
mendation;  you,  my  Rev.  broihven,  have  many  persons 
migrating  from  your  Missions,  and  you  may  do  good  ser- 
vice to  them  and  to  the  Church  by  taking  steps  to  secure 
for  them,  as  far  as  you  can,  pastoral  care  in  the  places 
where  their  lot  may  be  cast.  The  prompt  presentation  of 
the  letters  to  tho  clergyman  of  the  Church  in  which  they 
are  likely  to  worship  is  a  matter  of  primary  importance, 
for  otherwise  they  will  probably  not  be  presented  at  all. 


io 

The  question  of  the  constitution  of  voluntary  boards 
of  arbitration,  disrussod  in  18HY,  was  again  considered,  and 
the  conclusion  was  that  any  E<'clesiastiral  Province  di'sir- 
ing  to  have  a  Council  to  which  it  may  refer  in  matters  of 
doctrine,  must  determine  for  itself  the  conditions  of 
reference.  And  inasmuch  as  the  Provincial  Tribunal, 
which  in  other  cases  is  only  a  Court  of  Appeal,  must,  in 
the  case  of  a  trial  of  a  Bishop,  ])e  a  tribunal  of  first 
instance,  there  should  in  that  case  be  some  provision  for  a 
revision  of  its  decisions. 

Several  questions  respecting  Missionaries  and  IMission- 
ary  Bishops,  and  the  adoption  of  Books  of  Common  Prayer 
for  foreign  countries,  were  considered  at  length,  but  as  we 
are  not  particularly  atfocted  by  the  resolutions  I  will  not 
further  refer  to  them 

There  was  a  Committee  appointed,  to  receive  questions 
submitted  to  them  in  vvriiing  by  Bishops  dcisiring  the 
advice  of  the  Coiift'rence,  on  difficulties  or  pro})lcms  they 
have  met  with  in  tlieir  respective  Dioceses,  and  to  report 
thereon.  This  opened  the  door  for  the  introduction  of 
many  subjcv  ts  not  (*omprised  in  the  original  programme, 
among  whicli  the  following  were  considered  :  The  position 
which  the  Anglican  Church  should  assume  towards  the 
*'  Old  Catholics  ;"  local  peculiarities  regarding  the  laws  of 
marriage  ;  diiiiculties  arisiiig  in  the  Church  of  England 
from  the  revival  of  obsolete  forms  of  ritui.i,  and  from 
erroneous  teaching  on  the  subject  of  confession. 

The  Committee  report  with  reference  to  the  first :  "All 
sympathy  is  due  from  the  Anglican  Church  to  the  churches 
and  individuals  protesting  against  the  usurpations  of  the 
See  of  Kome,  and  the  novel  doctrines  promulgated  by  its 
authority.  AVe  gladly  welcome  every  effort  to  reform  upon 
the  model  of  the  primitive  Church.  "We  do  not  demand  a 
rigid  uniformity  ;  we  deprecate  needless  divisions,  but  to 
those  who  are  draw^n  to  us  in  the  endeavor  to  free  them- 
selves from  the  yoke  of  error  and  superstition,  we  are  ready 
to  offer  all  help  and  such  privileges  as  may  be  acceptable 
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to  them,  and  are  consistent  with  the  maintenance-    f  our 
own  principles  as  enunciated  in  our  formularies." 

Witli  reference  to  marriaj^e,  the  conclusion  is  that  "steps 
should  be  taken  by  each  branch  of  the  Church,  according'  to 
its  own  discretion.to  maintain  the  sanctity  of  marriajre  a^n-e- 
ably  to  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  "Word  of  God,  as  the 
Church  of  Christ  hath  hitherto  received  the  same."  You 
are  all  aware  that  we  are  threatened  with  leji'islation 
sanctioning  what  is  contrary  to  the  Word  of  Clod  as  under- 
stood by  the  Church,  of  which  I  will  speak  to  you  after- 
wards, and  this  exhortation  of  the  Conference  may  be  a 
useful  guide  to  us. 

The  last  portion  of  the  report  treats  of  a  subject,  to  the 
introduction  of  which,  in  this  manner,  I  and  many  others 
objected.  It  had  been  generally  understood,  and  indeed 
ofRcially  e.tated,  that  what  were  called  "burning  questions" 
were  not  to  be  introduced.  We  were  ready  to  discuss 
these  questions  fully  ;  but  it  was  felt  by  many  that  their 
importance  demanded  full  and  didiberate  consideration  if 
they  were  introduced  at  all,  and  that  they  would  not  be 
satisfactorily  disposed  of  at  the  end  of  the  Session  ;  and  a 
disposition  was  manifested  to  oppose  the  reception  of  this 
part  of  the  report  altogether,  but  a  compromise  was  effected 
by  the  introduction  of  alterations,  so  extensive  as  in  fact 
materially  to  alter  its  complexion.  No  one  can,  I  think, 
reasonably  object  to  the  princi})l<!  that  "  no  alteration  from 
long-accustomed  ritual  should  be  made  contrary  to  the 
admonition  of  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,"  if  the  authority 
of  the  Bishop  is  to  b«3  regardiul  at  all.  This  is  very 
different  from  the  resolution  of  the  Convocation  of  Canter- 
bury which  we  were  at  first  asked  to  endorse,  which  made 
the  "  sanction  of  the  Bishop  necessary  for  every  altera- 
tion." The  Priest  in  charge  of  each  congregation  is  thus 
left  to  act  upon  his  own  responsibility,  subject  to  the 
right  of  the  Bishop  to  interfere  where  it  appears  to  him  to 
be  expedient  to  do  so.  'i  he  report  ui)on  Confession  was 
also  materially  modified,  especially  by  the  addition  of  the 
words,  "Your  Committee  are  not  to  be  understood  as  desir- 
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ing  to  limit,  in  any  way,  the  provision  made  in  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer  for  the  relief  of  troubled  consciences  ;" 
but  as  I  treated  this  subject  at  some  length  in  my  last 
Charge  in  1874, 1  need  not  enlarge  upon  it  now. 

In  dealing  with  the  excesses  and  shortcomings  of  the 
clergy,  I  thought  that  we  ought  first  to  consider  our  own 
ways,  that  an  Assembly  of  Bishops  was  the  very  place 
where,  with  the  utmost  propriety,  our  own  obligations 
should  have  been  considered  and  formally  acknowledged. 
There  are  many  points,  in  which  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
Bishopc  of  the  Anglican  communion  habitually  violate  the 
laws  of  the  Church  when  officiating,  and  I  could  not  con- 
scientiously join  in  the  condemnation  of  Priests  for  the 
transgression  of  laws  which  the  Bishops  systematically 
disregard.  The  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  the 
Ridsdale  case,  appeared  to  be  much  influenced  by  the 
argument  that  the  existence  of  a  law  enjoining  the  use  of 
the  vestments  was  incompatible  with  the  fact  of  their 
disuse  ;  but  this  argument  is  refuted  by  the  fact  that  the 
indisputable  law  of  the  24th  Canon  has  been,  and  is, 
habitually  disregarded  by  Bishops  and  dignitaries  of 
Cathedrals,  who  ought  to  be  even  more  strict  than  the 
Parochial  Clergy  in  su<Ji  observances. 

Many  of  the  Bishops  wished  for  the  issue  of  an  Ency- 
clical address,  as  at  the  previous  Conference,  but  this  was 
opposed  by  others,  and  finally  it  was  determined  to  issue 
the  reports  as  revised,  embodied  in  a  letter,  of  which  this 
is  the  conclusion  :  "  We  do  not  claim  to  be  lords  over 
God's  heritage,  but  we  commend  the  results  of  this  our 
Conference  to  the  reason  and  conscience  of  our  brethren,  as 
enlightened  by  the  Holy  t:>pirit  of  God,  praying  that  all 
throughout  the  world  who  call  upon  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  may  be  of  one  mind,  may  be  united  in  one 
fellowship,  may  hold  fast  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,  and  worship  their  one  Lord  in  the  spirit  of  purity 
and  love." 

I  have  mentioned  the  recommendation  that  the  Tuesday 
before  Ascension  Day  being  one  of  the  Rogation  Days,  or 
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any  of  the  next  seven  days,  should  be  annually  observed  as 
a  Day  of  Intercession  for  Missions.  In  deference  to  the 
Conference,  we  shall  observe  the  day  named ;  but  I  do  not 
approve  of  it,  and  I  opposed  the  recommendation,  for  it 
clashes  with  the  efforts  now  generally  made  to  secure  a 
proper  observance  of  Ascensio;.  Day,  too  long  neglected. 
The  suggestion  was,  at  my  ins^tance,  rv}ferred  back  to  the 
Committee,  but  they  again  reported  to  the  same  effect. 
The  time  appointed  is  good  in  itself,  as  the  sending  forth 
of  laborers  and  the  gifts  bestowed  are  closely  connected 
with  the  Ascension  of  our  Lord,  and  the  Rogation  Days  are 
most  appropriate  for  special  intercessions  ;  but  we  have 
to  consider  what  is  practically  as  well  as  theoretically  best. 
and  I  fear  that  it  is  vain  to  expect  people,  constituted  as 
they  are,  to  pay  much  attention  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Day  of  Intercession  and  also  to  the  Day  of  the  Ascension, 
when  only  separated  by  the  brief  space  of  one  day.  It  is 
true  that  any  one  of  the  seven  days  following  may  be 
selected,  but  the  force  of  the  appeal  is  much  strengthened 
by  the  supposition  that  the  members  of  the  Anglican 
communion  throughout  the  whole  world  are  uniting,  on 
one  specified  day,  in  these  special  intercessions. 

In  any  case,  I  hope,  my  Rev.  brethren,  that  you  are  all 
endeavoring  to  lead  your  people  to  a  right  estimate  and 
due  observance  of  the  great  Festival  of  the  Ascension, 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  Church,  which  has 
appointed  proper  Psalms,  and  also  a  proper  preface  in  the 
office  of  the  Holy  C(  mmunion.  The  appointment  of  Fast 
and  Festival,  to  be  observed  in  their  places  throughout  the 
year,  ought  to  be  a  help  to  the  spiritual  life,  and  must  be 
so  when  rightly  regarded.  They  are  part  of  the  Church's 
system,  which  must  be  used  in  its  integrity  if  we  would 
rightly  profit  by  it,  and  it  is  your  duty  to  enforce,  from 
time  to  time,  the  observance  of  these  appointed  days,  and 
to  explain  the  reasons  therefor.  St.  Paul  did  not  hesitate 
to  exhort  his  fellow  Christians  to  follow  him  as  he  followed 
Christ,  and  meditation  upon  the  lives  and  examples  of  the 
Saints  should  be  beneficial  to  all.     But  especially  the  days 
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observed  in  commemoration  of  events  in  the  earthly  life 
of  our  Blessed  Lord  ought  to  be  observed.  Onr  life  should 
be  closely  connected  with  Ilis,  from  His  birth  to  His 
Ascension.  We,  year  by  year  commemorating  the  leading 
events,  have  our  grasp  of  the  doctrines  strengthened  by 
the  contemplation  of  the  facts,  so  that  we  are  more  deeply 
impressed  with  the  reality  of  His  Passion  and  the  truth  of 
His  Kesurrection  and  Ascension,  so  that  we  thus  know 
more  perfectly  than  we  could  otherwise  both  "  the  fellow- 
ship of  His  sufferings  and  the  power  of  His  resurrection." 
If  we  would  reign  with  Christ,  we  must  also  suffer  with 
Him.  We  should  fast  as  He  fasted  if  we  would  triumph 
as  He  triumphed.  We  are  to  have  our  conversation  in 
Heaven  ;  and  commemorating  His  Ascension  we  are  aided 
in  our  endeavors,  to  ascend  with  Him  in  heart  and  mind, 
and  to  realize  the  truth  that  "this  same  Jesus,  who  was 
taken  up  into  Heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  we 
have  seen  Him  go  into  Heaven."  I  am  persuaded,  my 
brethren,  that  you  do  injustice  to  your  flocks,  and  deprive 
them  of  a  great  blessing,  if  you  neglect  to  bring  before 
them  the  duty  and  x^rivilege  of  observing  the  appointed 
days  and  seasons  according  to  the  wise  arrangement  of  the 
Church. 

The  neglect  of  the  Festival  of  the  Ascension,  which  has 
been  too  common,  is  probably  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  the  State  has  not  marked  it  to  be  publicly  observed 
like  Christmas  Day  and  GTood  Friday.  But  it  is  sad  that 
the  Church  should  be  thus  guided  by  the  world  in  a  mat- 
ter in  which  there  should  be  an  essential  distinction. 
We  can  understand  why  there  should  be  a  universal  recoo-- 
nition,  even  by  the  world,  of  the  birth  of  a  Saviour,  and  of 
His  death  for  our  redemption ;  but  the  teaching  of  the 
Ascension  is  altogether  foreign  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
world.  What  has  the  world  to  do  with  "sitting  in 
Heavenly  places?"  with  the  injunction  "seek  those  things 
which  are  above,  where  Christ  sitteth  on»the  right  hand 
of  God  ?"  Only  as  we  grow  in  grace  can  we  thoroughly 
enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  commemoration,  and  rejoice  in 
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the  consequences,  of  the  Ascension.  And  as  time  passes, 
and  we  are  more  deeply  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the 
end  of  all  things  is  at  hand,  while  we  look  for  the  appear- 
ing of  the  Lord,  we  cannot  but  re(  ognize  the  propriety  of 
commemorating  His  Ascension  by  celebrating  the  Holy 
Eucharist  with  joy  and  thankfulness,  by  eating  of  that 
bread  and  drinking  of  that  cup,  whereby  "we  do  shew 
the  Lord's  death  till  He  come."  And,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  no  general  cessation  from  work  on  that  day,  the  celebra- 
tion mast  be  at  an  early  hour,  if  they  whose  time  is  not 
at  their  own  disposal  are  to  be  enabled  to  enjoy  the 
privilege. 

Speaking  of  early  celebrations,  I  am  happy  to  find  that 
they  are  becoming  more  common  even  in  country  Parishes. 
And  although  objections  will  ever  be  raised  by  some  who 
would  prefer  to  spend  the  early  hours  of  the  Lord's  Day 
in  their  beds,  the  earnest  worshippers  generally  agree  that 
they  are  able  to  enjoy  more  thoroughly  the  divine  service, 
while  they  are  fresh  and  their  thoughts  are  entirely 
occupied  with  the  one  subject,  than  at  a  later  hour  after 
long  prayers  and  sermon.  With  respect  to  fasting  com- 
munion, a  caution  is  necessary  for  some  persons.  It  is  a 
goodly  custom  of  the  Church,  to  be  observed  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  receive  the  Holy  Communion  fasting,  but  with 
some  this  becomes  a  superstition,  and  leads  to  a  neglect  of 
the  divine  institution.  One  reason  alleged  for  a  strict 
observance  of  this  rule,  that  the  sacred  food  should  not  be 
mingled  with  ordinary  meat,  is  unmeaning  unless  it  be 
combined  with  abstinence  from  such  meat  for  some  hours 
also  afier  the  partaking.  Moreover,  in  some  cases  persons 
are  so  misguided  that  when  they  cannot  communicate  fast- 
ing they  will  refuse  to  communicate  at  all,  "making  the 
Word  of  God  of  none  effect  by  their  traditions,"  and 
"  teaching  for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men." 
Rather  than  violate  a  rule,  or  tradition,  of  the  Church, 
when  they  are  obliged  to  do  the  one  or  the  other,  they 
disregard  the  positive  injunction  of  their  Lord ;  they 
actually  turn  their  backs  upon  the  Holy  Table,  they  refuse 
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to  partake  of  that  sacred  feast,  in  which  He  h>is  promised 
to  impart  Himself  to  us.  Now,  while  we  attach  due  im^ 
portance  to  the  practice  of  the  Church,  continued  through 
many  ages,  and  must,  for  this  and  other  reasons,  condemn 
the  innovation  of  evening  communions,  ignorantly  or  per- 
versely introduced  in  some  places,  we  cannot  admit  that 
adherence  to  a  rule  of  the  Church  is  to  be  approved  if  it 
involves  a  breach  of  God's  law,  or  through  circumstances 
becomes  in  any  case  injurious.  Even  when  the  celebra- 
tion is  late,  they  who  are  able,  without  ill  effects  to  refrain 
from  taking  food  until  after  the  reception,  may  well  do 
so ;  but  if  such  abstinence  so  affects  the  body  that  the 
capacity  for  thought,  and  prayer,  and  spiritual  eflbrt  is 
thereby  diminished,  then  it  is  far  better  to  take  what  is 
needful,  remembering  who  hath  said,  "  I  will  have  mercy 
and  not  sacrifice."  It  is  true  that  some  persons,  unwilling 
to  exercise  self-denial,  will  refuse  to  abstain,  when  they 
might  do  so  without  injury ;  but  I  am  persuaded  that  if 
you  enforce  the  duty  of  fasting  communion,  unless  you 
provide  early  celebrations,  you  will  induce  persons  who 
would  otherwise  communicate  to  content  themselves  with 
being  present.  And  I  repeat  the  warning,  addressed  to 
you  ten  years  ago,  to  beware  of  encouraging  your  people 
to  suppose  that  they  may  derive  the  benefits  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  feast  upon  the  sacrifice  through  their 
presence,  when  they  do  not  actually  partake  of  the  feast 
St.  Paul  teaches  us  that  they  who  are  partakers  of  the 
consecrated  bread  and  cup,  being  partakers  of  the  Lord's 
table,  are  partakers  of  Him  whose  sacrifice  is  there  repre- 
sented, but  ho  does  not  hint  at  any  benefit  to  be  enjoyed 
by  those  who  do  not  actually  eat  of  that  bread  or  drink  )f 
that  cup. 

There  has  been  of  late  years  a  gratifying  improvement 
with  respect  to  the  facilities  offered  to  our  communicants, 
but  still  there  is  a  defect,  and,  although  the  return  of  only 
four  celebrations  in  the  year  in  a  Parish  is  exceptional, 
there  are  still  several  Parishes,  containing  more  than  one 
church,  where  each  church  has  only  a  quarterly  commu- 
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jiion.  And,  ovon  wiiero.  llii'V';  is  a  montlily  c't'lel)riiti()ii,  as 
some  of  the  comiviuiiiiaiits  will  prol)al)ly  bo  unablo  to 
attend  on  each  occasion,  an  adiMjuato  provision  is  nol 
made.  If  we  tvuly  believe,  as  allirnicd  in  the  oxhorlation 
in  our  ()fFi<u\  that  "the  benefit  is  (^roat,  if,  with  a  true  pcn- 
ili-nt  heart  and  lively  faith,  wo  receive  that  holy  yxicra- 
nient,"'  we  can  hardly  fail  to  poreoivc  that  it  is  our  duly,  if 
possible,  to  enable  cverij  member  of  our  llocl-s  to  conform 
Id  the  Scriptural  pattern,  by  inviting-  them  to  the  sacred 
least,  that  they  may  take  part  in  that  memorial  of  His 
precious  sacrifice,  which  ]!(>  hath  comnninded  us  to  make, 
on  the  first  day  of  every  week. 

It  has  been  my  ]n'aetice  lO  mention  any  cases  decided 
in  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  in  lllngland,  when  we  may  be 
at  all  alf'cted  by  t!ie  do  isious ;  and  I  should  haye  been 
alad  if  there  had  been  nothing'  to  report  under  this  head, 
since  the  last  visitation.  Ikit  w^e  have  not  vet  regained 
tliat  happy,  peaceful  condition  of  the  past  ages,  in  which 
prosecutions  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  for  violations  of 
the  rubrics  were  almost  unknown.  In  fact,  during  the 
])ast  six  years  we  may  say  that  there  has  been  no  interrup- 
tion,  no  period  in  which  there  was  no  case  before  thei 
Courts,  for  in  the  year  1874  the  Public  Worship  Regula- 
tion Bill  was  passed,  which  has  given  much  encourage- 
ment to  such  litigation.  Since  the  date  of  my  last  Charge, 
judgment  has  been,  delivered  by  Sir  It.  rhillimore,  in  the 
Arches  Court,  that  ])aintings  and  sculpture  not  likely  to 
be  abused  as  objects  of  adoration  may  lawfully  be  used  as 
ornaments  in  Parish  Churches,  (which  was  confirmed  on 
appeal  by  the  Committee  of  Cotiucil) ;  and  in  another  case, 
that  a  person  denying  the  existence  of  the  Devil,  and  the 
doctrine  of  eternal  punishment,  and  condemning  the  tone 
and  tendency  of  certain  portions  of  the  Bible,  might 
legally  be  repelled  from  the  Holy  Communion.  This  was 
reversed  on  appeal  by  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  clergy- 
man, Ilev.  Flavel  Cooke,  who  was  thus  recpiired  to  receive 
the  offender  as  a  communicant,  resigned  his  Parish  in  pre- 
ference to  submitting  to  such  ruling. 
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111  187.'),  Sir  It.  rhillimoro  rosignecl  his  oflicc  of  Dean 
ol'  the  Archos  Court,  in  whidi  ho  is  supposed  to  have 
been  succeeded,  under  ih(i  Act  of  Parliament,  by  Lor<l 
IVuzance  ;  but  tht!  nature  of  this  appointment  has  been 
disputed,  as  it  is  averred  that  he  is  not  in  reality  Jud_i»'e  of 
the  Arclics  Court  as  a  spiritual  Court,  but  is  exercising 
merely  a  new  Parliamentary  jurisdiction,  lo  which  some 
of  our  Brclhrcn  believe  that  they  cannot  conscientiously 
su1)mit.  To  2<s  tliis  question  is  chieily  of  importance,' 
with  reference  to  the  opinion  to  be  formed  concerninj;^  the. 
conduct  of  tlies3  brethren,  since  we  do  not  admit  that  we 
are  bound  by  the  d^'cisions  of  the  Arches  Court,  except  so 
far  as  they  may  help  us  to  obtain  the  true  interpretation 
of  the  lav/s  of  the  Church.  AVe  cannot,  however,  deny 
that,  when  these  interpretations  are  conlirmed  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  they  have  great  moral  weight,  and  ought 
to  be  accepted,  if  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  ar(^ 
the  honest  expression  of  the  enlightened  judgments  of  men 
learned  in  the  Law. 

The  most  important  case,  decided  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council,  is  that  commonly  called  the  Folkestone 
case  in  1877,  in  which  Mr.  llidsdale  a[)pealed  against  tlie 
decision  of  Lord  Penzance,  with  reference  to  the  use  of  vest- 
ments, the  Eastward  position,  and  wafer  bread.  Tlie  Court 
was  numerous,  witli  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  four 
liishops  as  Episcopal  Assessors,  but  it  seems  to  me,  after 
carefully  examining  the  judgment,  more  than  probable 
that  it  was  dictated  rather  by  policy  than  according  to  the 
(.'onvictions  of  the  learned  judges.  I  would  not  presumi! 
to  make  such  a  statement,  without  higher  authority  than 
my  owni,  but  we  have  to  that  effect  the  very  high  authority 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchec[uer,  who,  (together 
with  Sir  II.  Phillimorc  and  Sir  II.  Amphlett).  absented 
himself  from  the  delivery  of  the  judgment,  and  publicly 
expressed  this  opinion.  Assuming  that  a  certain  foregone 
conclusion  had  to  be  supported,  the  argument  is  subtle  and 
able ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  such  conclusion  could 
have  been  inferred  from  the  premises  by  any  legitimate 
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process.  The  Judgments  of  tlie  C'(»mmitleG  of  Council 
must  ever  be  less  satisfactory  than  those  of  any  other 
Court,  because  the  meml)ers  do  not  severally  declare  their 
opinions,  and  it  has  been  laid  down  that  a  member  may 
not  even  divulge  the  fact  that  he  dissented  from  the 
judgment  of  the  majority.  In  consequence  of  the  a(  iion 
of  the  Chief  Baron  in  making  known  his  dissent,  an  order 
v/as  issued  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  in  the  name  of  the 
(^ueen,  prohibiting  any  such  disclosures,  and  I  cannot  but 
marvel,  that  Knglishmen  are  content  \o  endure  the  exist- 
ence of  a  Court  under  ffuch  regulations.  \\\  otlier  Courts, 
Jind  even  in  the  House  of  Lords,  sitting  as  a  Court  of 
Ajipeal,  the  Judges  give  their  opinions  seriatim;  and  thci 
value  of  the  judgment  can  thus  bo  a.scertained,  but  in 
t  he  Committee  of  Council,  tlie  judgment  may  be  determined 
by  a  majority  of  one,  while  the  minority  may  be  compo.sed 
ol'men.  whose  judgment  is  far  more  weighty  than  that  of 
the  numerical  majority. 

It  would  occupy  too  much  time  if  1  were  fully  fo  dis- 
cuss the  judgment  in  the  Folkestone  case  ;  but  having 
myself  expended  a  good  deal  of  time  upon  it,  I  must 
express  my  astonishment  that  such  statements  and  argu- 
ments could  ever  have  been  uttered  by  English  judges. 
They  appear  to  have  made  up  their  minds  that  the  orna- 
ments' rubric,  in  its  plain  literal  sense,  could  not  now  be 
in  force,  and  then  they  were  obliged  to  (ind  some  kind  ol" 
j)roof  of  this  opinion. 

At  the  Savoy  Conference,  the  Puritans  objected  to  that 
rubric,  that  it  seemed  to  bring  back  the  vestments  pro- 
hi])ited  in  the  second  book  of  Edward  VL  ;  so  that 
the  attention  of  the  Eishops  was  specially  directed 
to  its  apparent  meaning,  and  yet  they  replied,  '"  we 
think  it  fit  that  the  rubric  continue  as  it  is."  But 
they  did  not  leave  it  exactly  as  it  was,  enforcing  the  use 
of  the  vestments  ;  they  altered  it  to  more  general  terms, 
providing  for  tiie  retention,  and  the  use  where  practicabl(\ 
of  those  ornaments.  And  the  fair  inference  is  that  this 
change  was  purposely  adopted,  in  order  to  provide  at  some 
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iutnrc  timo  for  Iho  rc.suin])li()n  oi'  vosimonts  wliich  could 
not  tlicn  Ik»  ciifoivcd  \vilh()Ul   dnii£»or  Ut  ihc  pruro  oi'  llw 
Church.     For  Catlicdrals  nud    C'ollci^iato  Churches,   they 
were  spocilically  cujoined  hy  iho  Canon,  whit  h  had  then 
hc(Mi  ill  rxislciico  nearly  (50  years,  so  that  there  could  !)•' 
no  suliicient  reason  for   olijecliiii^'  lo  th<'ni  i?i  the  Parisli 
Churches.     If  the;  adoption  of  Iho  inodillcations,  ordere<l 
l»y    the  advertisements,    had    he^'u  intended,   surely  this 
intontioii  would  have  been  distinctly  expressed,  whereas, 
a(;cordin,L,^  to  the   th(M)ry  on  which  the  jud<2:inent  j)rocoeds. 
Iho  rubric,  as  ])ublished  in   lt!ti:2,  is  calculated  rather  to 
mislead  than    to  instruct.     It  is  incredible  that  such  dis- 
linii'uished  men  as  took  part  in  that  Conference,  would 
deliberately    reinodel    ami    republish    a    rubric    which, 
according  to  the  views  of  the  Lords  of  th(^  Council,  either 
had   no    meaninu:    at   all,    or    meant    something  entirely 
diin'ront  from  what  was  expressed.     1  have  treated  of  this 
matter,    not  because   I  would   have  the  use  of  the  vest- 
ments revived,  but  because  I  think   that  our  brethren  arc 
very  hardly  treated,  when  condemned  and  stiirmati-'-iied  as 
lawless  because  tlu»y  act  upon  the  natural  interpretation 
and  s;df-evid(>nt  meaning  of  the  rubric,  believing   them- 
selves  to   be    thus   conforming  to   the    law,  whi<h  they 
admit  that  they   are  bound  to  obey.     They  believe   the.t 
usages,  venerable  by  their  anticpiity,  had  become  obsolete 
during  years  of  coldness  and  inditlerenco,  but  thiit  they 
ought  to  be  revived  as  a  part  of  our  inheritance,  and  they 
will  not  recognis^e  as  authoritative  the  decisions  of  ]n'e- 
judiced  judges.     We  ov,"e  our  national  liberties,  in  some 
imi)ortant  respects,  to  the  d(>termination  of  those  who,  in 
former  ages,  refused  to  submit  to  j)erv(M'ted  judgments. 
and  we  call  them  vot  "lavtless,"'  but  patriots  and  martyrs. 
I  am  not  aware  that   Cranmer  thought  himself  bound  to 
resign  his  Archbishopric,  wluui  he  found  that  he   could 
jmt  obey  the  law.     I  do  not  say  that  these  men  are  riyiit, 
and  I   think  that  some  of  theiu  are  acting  injudiciously, 
but  I  believe  that  they  are  persuaded  in  their  own  minds: 
and    wo   cannot  be   surprised    if  at   length  they  become 
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rcpcnrdlcss  of  law,  tliroviuli  iiidiprnation  nt  licinp  roni-'. antly 
treated  as  IuwIoks,  by  those  who  arc  in  authority. 

Wc  aro  more  concerned  with  the  seeond  poinl,  Ihc 
])osition  of  the  olIi<iatiii«i-  priest  at  the  cele])r.ition  of  tlie 
Holy  Communion.  In  the  Machonochie  ra.se,  the  .TudiiinI 
Conimitic'e,  wishing  to  pn^vent  kneelinj.'.  or  bi'ndinjjf  in 
;!(loration,  })cfcre  the  lonsecratcd  lircad  tuul  wine,  deti  r- 
miiu'd  that  tlie  words,  'standijic;'  belbro  the  tabh','  in  the 
rubric,  ai>plied  to  the  v.'hole  scnteiu-e,  so  that  he  must  not 
kneel  before  its  conclusion.  Aiid  this  av.^s  supposed  to 
determine  that  he  must  stand  ]>efore  the  tal)];',  ])ut  in  the 
I'olk^slone  casetha^  inl'evence  i.s  not  allo\,  ed,  because,  as  it 
is  said,  the  Conimiilee  were  not  thiidving  of  the  Eastward 
ijosition,  when  they  ko  decided,  l^ut  the  words,  'standinii' 
before  the  tal)le,'  either  do,  or  do  not,  opply  to  tln'  whole 
sentence,  and  the  appliciition  cannot  depend  upon  possible 
«onsequences. 

In  all  the  arguments,  referring*  to  the  position  ^^l'  the 
celebrant,  one  fact  seems  to  have  been  overlooked,  which. 
althouij:h  apparently  trilling",  appears  to  me  to  be  not  Ui*- 
important.  The  question  is  always  simply,  whether  side 
and  end  may  not  ))0  convertible  terms  V  but  in  everv 
edition  of  the  Prayer  IJook  that  I  have  seen,  from  the 
curliest,  we  have  North-side,  (with  a  hyplun,)  and  nevei' 
Xorth  side  ns  two  distinct  words.  Now,  no  jirinier  woidd 
have  printed  this  of  his  own  accord,  and  ther(>fore  I  apprr- 
hmid  that  we  have  tlie  North  part  of  the  AVest  side  clearly 
designated,  for  the  commencement  of  the  service.  Neither 
was  the.use  of  the  term,  ''vSouth  side,"  in  the  Corou'^tion  ser- 
vice, insisted  upon,  altliough  tJiere  it  most  certainly  means 
the  f ton i  of  the  altar,  towards  the  Soutli,  and  not  the  ^^outh 
end.  Then,  again,  th(>  directions  for  tlie  mnn^^'l  acts  ;ire 
constantly  quoted,  as  if  "before  the  peoi)le"  ajjpi^ed  to  th'' 
cup  as  W(dl  as  to  the  bread  ;  but.  inasmuch  as  these  words 
refer  exclusively  to  the  bread,  I  think  the  inference  is  fair, 
that  they  were  intended  to  prevent  the  practice,  common 
at  the  present  day  in  many  churches,  of  cutting  up  the 
])read  ])eforehand,  and   bringing   in    a   confused  heap  of 
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small  i:)ioco,s,  so  that  the  breaking,  which  ought  to  be  pari! 
of  the  act  of  ooiisecratioii,  can  8carcely  be  performed  at  allJ 
And  the  order  is  most  perfectly  obeyed,  when  the  Priest 
Ktands  in  the  centre  of  the  Table,  and  thus  in  the  presence 
of  the  people,  acting  on  their  behalf,  breaks  and  consecrates 
the  bread.  Here  he  is,  more  truly  than  in  any  other 
position,  "before  the  people,"  who  are  not  to  be  supposed 
to  be  gazing  at  him,  and  watching  his  actions,  but  rather 
to  be  in  spirit  uniting  with  him  in  the  consecration. 

1  have  no  doubt  that,  according  to  the  rubric,  the  nortli 
part  of  the  west  Ktde  is  the  strictly  proper  place  for  the 
commencement  of  the  service,  although  any  minister  may 
be  justilied  in  taking  the  North  end  instead  of  the  side  if 
ho  prefer  it.  Eut  for  the  l*riest,  when  saying  the  Prayer 
of  Co]isecration,  the  centre  of  the  table  is  the  only  position 
com})letely  fullilling  the  dire<'tio]i  "to  stand  before  the 
table  ;"  and  it  has  been  found  that  this  has  been  the 
practice  of  many  now  aged  men,  from  the  date  of  their 
ordination,  long  before  the  beginning  of  what  is  now 
called  the  ritualistic  movement.  The  1^'iest  stands  there 
at  the  head,  and  as  the  representative,  of  the  congregation, 
who  are  themselves  to  take  part  in  the  act  of  consecration 
by  uttering  a  united  "amen''  at  the  end  of  the  prayer. 

You  will  expect  me  to  speak  of  the  proposed  alteration 
of  the  marriage  laws,  as  a  matter  in  which  we  have  all 
been  more  or  less  interested,  for  while  there  may  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion  respecting  it,  1  cannot  understand 
any  one  treating  w^ith  indifference  legislation  aU'ecting. 
for  good  or  for  evil,  the  family  lif(\  or  any  member  of  the 
Church  of  England  being  unmoved  by  an  att(>nipt  to 
legalize  what  she  solemnly  declares  to  be  condemned  ]>y 
the  Word  of  God.  The  lUU  has  been  now  rejected  by  a 
very  small  majority  in  the  Senate,  and  avowedly  with  a 
view  to  its  reintroduction  in  the  next  session,  when  its 
ilite  will  doubtless  depend  upon  the  opinions  of  the 
people,  expressed  in  the  meantime  by  resolutions  or  peti- 
tions. It  therefore  behoves  all  who  are  zealous  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  rule  of  God's  law,  to  exert  themselves 
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in  order  to  preserve  our  country,  if  possible,  from  a  delil)er- 
ate  repudiation  of  its  autliority.  "We  have  to  contend 
with  the  natural  objection  to  all  restrictions  upon  liberty, 
]>u^  such  restrictions  are  indispensable  to  the  existence  of 
civilized  society.  All  laws  restricting  individual  liberty, 
i'or  the  benefit  of  society,  are  inconvenient  and  objection- 
able to  some  persons,  but  the  good  of  the  greater 
number  is  regardef,  and  in  this  case  Ave  maintain  that 
many  will  sutler,  while  very  few  will  be  benefitted,  by 
the  proposed  change.  I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  clergy 
of  this  Diocese  are  nearly  unanimous  in  their  opposition  to 
the  change ;  ])ut  it  is  my  duty  to  enter  fully  into  the  sub- 
ject, inasmuch  as  its  supporters  are  strong  and  persistent, 
and  I  rely  upon  you  to  teach  the  people  committed  to  your 
charge,  who  cannot  be  expected  to  be  able  to  meet  the 
arguments  of  our  opponents  unless  they  are  thus  in- 
structed, and  to  help  them  to  prepare  Petitions,  which 
may  very  properly  be  signed  by  women,  as  well  as  by 
men,  since  the  former  are  espcialiy  interested  in  this  case. 
The  first  ([uestion  to  be  .'onsidered  is  the  origin  of 
marriage.  Is  it  a  divine  or  merely  a  human  institution? 
Are  we  furnished  with  rules  or  principles,  in  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, by  which  it  is  to  be  regulated,  or  is  it  me.  ly  a 
partnership  depending  upon  human  laws?  In  th«3  latter 
case,  we  should  still  contend,  that  the  present  restrictions 
are  beneficial,  and  that  a  change  would  be  injurious.  But 
1  cannot  understand  how  any  one,  admitting  the  authority 
of  the  New  Testament,  can  doubt  that  marriage  is  essen- 
tially a  divine  institution,  since  it  is  w^ritten,  "wherefore 
they  are  no  more  twain  but  one  flesh.  What  therefore 
(rod  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man  put  asunder."  And 
if  so,  it  follows  that  man  is  not  at  liberty  to  legislate  con- 
cerning it,  according  to  his  own  pleasure,  and  we  have  to 
consider,  What  are  the  legitimate  injcrences  from  the 
principles  enunciated  ?  And  w^e  are  to  expect  to  find  some 
revelation  of  God's  will  concerning  the  restrictions  laid 
upon  man  with  reference  to  marriage.  The  first  conse- 
quence of  the  unity  of  man  and  wife  is,  that  afiinity  is  to 
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be  treated  as  consanguinity.  This  is  the  interpretation 
adopted  by  the  whole  Church  for  1500  y^ars.  It  is  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  in  the  Canon  of  the  Church  of  liluirland, 
whereby  the  table  of  prohibited  degrees  is  set  forth,  and 
it  was  determiiied  by  the  Assembly  of  Divines  at  Wost- 

^  minster  in  lG-1-3,  which  was  not  likely  to  be  influenced  by 
traditional  interpretations.  This  decision  was  afterwards 
included  in  the  Scotch  Confession  of  Faith,  that  "marriage 
ought  not  to  be  within  the  degrees  of  consaiiguity  or 
affinity  forbidden  in  the  "Word.  The  man  may  not  marry 
any  of  his  wife's  kindred,  nearer  in  l)lood  than  he  may  of 
his  owji,  nor  the  woman  of  her  husband's  kindred,  nearer 
in  blood  than  of  her  own." 

The  next  stop  is  to  discQ\'er  what  degrees  of  consan- 
guinity are  a  barrier  to  marriage  according  to  the  law  of 
God,  for  we  have  no  details  in  the  New  Testament,  and 
unless  the  18th  chapter  of  Leviticus  is  our  guide,  we  are 

-  actually  left  without  any  instruction  as  to  the  will  of  Crod 
in  this  important  matter,  so  that,  for  aught  we  know, 
marriage  may  hi'  lawful  between  parent  and  child,  or 
brother  and  sister.  I  ask  your  particular  attentioii  to  this 
fact,  for  having  regard  to  it  we  must  accept  this  chaptiu- 
as  an  essential  part  of  the  revelation  of  God's  will  con- 
cerning marriage,  which  we  dare  not  disregard.  An 
endeavor  has  been  made  to  evade  the  force  of  this  chapter 
by  the  plea  tliat  it  was  part  of  the  ceri3monial  law,  but 
this  is  refuted  by  the  repeated  statements  that  the  heathen 
were  condemned  for  allowing  the  unions  therein  prohib- 
ited, and,  if  so,  the  precepts  must  be  binding  upon  us 
Christians.  It  is  written,  "Deiile  not  ye  yourselves  in  any 
of  these  things,  for  in  all  these  the  nations  are  defiled 
which  I  cast  out  before  you.  And  the  land  is  delile<l, 
therefore  I  do  visit  the  iniquity  thereof  upon  it,  and 
the  land  itself  vomiteth  out  her  inhabitants."  The 
principle  is  laid  down  in  verse  0,  "  None  of  you  shall 
approach  to  any  that  is  near  of  kin  to  him  to  uncover  their 
nakedness  ;"  and  then  several  particular  cases,  some  of 
afiinily   and   soia.)  of  consanguinity,  are  enumer  ted,  in 
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which  marriage  is  prohibited ;  whence  we  learn  the 
meaning  oi  "  near  of  kin."  That  we  must  adopt  the  rule 
of  interpretation  laid  down  by  Bishop  Jewel  is  evident, 
"  between  one  man  and  two  sisters,  and  one  woman  and 
two  brothers  is  like  analogy,"  for  the  marriage  of  a  father 
with  his  daughter  is  not  prohibited,  except  it  be  included 
in  the  prohibition  of  marriage  between  mother  and  son  in 
verse  7.  "We  have,  in  verse  16,  a  definite  condemnation  of 
marriage  with  a  brother's  wii'e,  and  therefore  also  oT  mar- 
riage with  a  wife's  sister.  Here  we  maintain  that  we  have 
definite  instructions  which  man  has  no  power  to  modify; 
and  nothing  but  a  counter  revelation  can  diminish  their 
force.  But  it  is  said  that  verse  18  does  indirectly  allow 
, marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister,  by  prohibiting  it 
during  her  lifetime  ;  and  some  persons  have  so  lar  misun- 
derstood the  arguments  as  to  suppose  that  we  infer  the 
prohibition  from  this  verse.  It  is  to  be  observed,  there- 
fore, that  no  inference  whatever  is  deduced  from  it.- 
The  prohibition  is  infi^rred  from  verse  10,  and  we  protest 
against  every  attempt  to  Aveaken  the  force  of  that  inferen^'O 
by  reference  to  verse  18,  wliich,  to  say  the  least,'  h 
ambiguous,  so  that  no  supposed  interpretation  of  it  can 
nullify  a  positive  precept.  But  it  is  held  by  many  learned 
commentators  that  the  marginal  reading  gives  the  true 
sense,  the  word  sister  being  used  merely  to  denote  another 
woman,  so  that  it  is  in  fact  a  prohibition  of  polygamy.  If 
it  be  urged  that  polygamy  cannot  have  been  condemned, 
because  we  have  directions  for  the  conduct  of  a  man  who 
had  married  two  or  more  wives,  we  answer  that  we  have 
similar  directions  with  respect  to  divorce,and  yet  our  Lord 
declared  that  it  was  only  a  temporary  concession  to  the 
weakness  of  the  Jews,  "for  the  hardness  of  their  hearts" 
being  contrary  to  the  will  of  God.  Solomon  had  mpuy 
wives,  and  yet  there  was  a  special  command  that  the  king 
should  not  multiply  wives  to  himself  Much  importance 
is  attached  to  the  fact  that,  according  to  Jewish  commen- 
tators and  authorities,  marriage  with  a  wife's  sister  was, 
and  is,  permitted,  but  there  was  a  general  tendency  among 
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thorn  io  evad(5  evory  restriction  ;  and  avo  know  that  they 
"made  the  word  oi'  God  of  none  efFect  by  their  traditions." 
IJeing  restricted  to  marriaj^e  among-  themselves,  it  was  but 
natural  that  they  should  adopt  such  interpretations  as 
would  aP  "^w  them  the  greatest  liberty  oi"  choice  within 
those   lii  And   it   must  ever   be  remembered,  with 

respect  to  .les  of  conduct,  that  they  are  much  more 
string-ent  under  the  Christian,  than  under  the  Jewish, 
dispensation,  as  contrasted  the  one  with  the  other  by  our 
Lord. 

Moreover,  as  Christians,  we  have  to  consider  the  inter- 
pretation adopted  by  the  Church  in  the  earliest  ages  ;  and 
we  find  that  there  has  been,  from  the  first,  a  general  con- 
sensus as  to  the  Scriptural  prohibition  of  marriage  with  a 
deceased  wife's  sister.  There  is  no  trace  of  sjiiy  such 
marriage  in  the  first  three  centuries,  and  in  the  fourth,  St. 
Basil  wrote,  "if  a  man  has  fallen  into  the  sin  of  marrying 
two  sisters,  we  do  not  regard  such  a  union  as  marriage, 
nor  do  we  receive  the  parties  to  communion  with  the 
Chiirch  until  they  are  separated."  We  have  repeated  con- 
demnations of  these  marriages,  until  towards  the  end  of 
the  iifteenth  century,  a  dispensation  to  marry  his  late 
wife's  sister  was  granted  by  the  infamous  l^lioderic 
]]orgia  (Pope  Alexander  VI.)  to  Emaniiel,  King  of  Portugal. 
Since  that  time,  and  especially  since  the  Council  of  Trent, 
the  right  to  grant  such  dispensations  has  been  assumed, 
but  only,  as  laid  down,  under  specisd  circumstances.  It 
appears  that  at  first  the  Pope  was  held  to  have  authority  to 
dispense  even  witli  the  observance  of  Scriptural  prece]>ts, 
as  those  concerning  marriage  were  always  held  to  be,  but 
in  the  course  of  time  Koman  Catholic  writers  have 
changed  their  ground,  and  argue  that,  since  the  Pope 
grants  these  dispensations,  the  i)rohibitions  cannot  be  part 
of  the  Law  of  God.  This  argument  can  have  no  weight 
Avith  us ;  and  we  may  say  that  the  whole  Church  condemns 
these  marriages,  for  in  the  Greek  Cliurch  they  are  not 
allowed  under  any  circumstances,  the  Koman  Ih-anch  con- 
demns them,  although  claiming  the  right  to  grant  dispen 


that  tlioy 
raditioiiN." 
it  was  but 
stations  as 
ce  Avithiii 
red,  with 
iich   more 
e  Jewish, 
3r  by  our 

the  iiiter- 
ges;  and 
leral  con- 
re  with  a 
my   surh 
nirth,  »St. 
narryiiw 
narriag-c, 
.vith  the 
ted  con- 
end  ol" 
his  Jate 
hoderic 
n-tnga]. 
|t'  Trent, 
sumed, 
es.     It 
rity  to 
^ceptf?. 
e,  but 
have 
Pope 
e  part 
hig-ht 
?mns 
not 
con- 
■ipeii 


in 


saiions,  aiid  the  Irish  Branch  unites  with  the  English  in 
declaring  them  to  be  contrary  to  the  Law  of  God,  which 
declaration  is  also  contained  in  the  Confession  of  Faith  of 
the  Scotch  Presbyterians. 

Much   mh^?pprehension   prevails   with  respect  to  the 
law  affecting  these  marriaires  in  England.     It  has  been 
stated,  that  they  were  not  illegal  before  the  passage  of  Lord 
Lyndlnirst's   Act   in  1835,  but  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
highest  Court  of  Appeal,  decided  that  they  were  absolutely 
void;  and  Lord  Ilatherloy,  whose  authority  as  a  lawyer 
no  one  will  dispute,  lately  affirmed  that  there  had  been 
no  change  in  the  law  of  England  in  that  respect  since  the 
baptism  of  Ethelbcrt.     Again,  it  has  been  maintained  that 
Lord   Lyndhurst's  Act  declared  the  A^alidity  of   all  mar- 
riages before  the  date  of  its  enactment,  while  it  made  all 
subsequent   marriages    void,    and   that   the   present   law^ 
therefore  cannot  be  based  upon  divine  authority,  but  this 
is  an  error.     That  Act  did  not  profess  to  make  such  mar- 
riages  valid   or   even    legal.      It   enacted    melvly    that, 
whereas  the  law  had  been  in  an  anomalous  condition,  the 
sentence  of  a  Court  being  nc^cessary  to  annul  them,  they 
should  thenceforth  be  ip'^o  facto,  null  and  void,  but  that 
marriages   which'  had   taken  place   under  the   old   Law 
should   not   be    annulled.      It   did   not   enact  that   these 
existing  unions  should  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  good 
and  valid,  and  that  the  parties  should  be   screened  from 
I)unishment  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  but  only,  in  fact, 
that  the  children  should  not  bo  illegitimate.     Upon  this 
point  the  following  language  of  that  eminent  Judge,  Sir 
Herbert  Jenner  Fust,  is  conclusive,   "if  we  look  to  the 
])rcamble  of  the  Act,  it  is  not  for  the  jn'otectio«i  of  the  par- 
ties who  have  been  guilty  of  the  offence,  for  such  ii  is  by 
the  Ecclesiastical  law  and  by  the  law  of  God,  but  for  the 
])rotection  of  the  children  ;    for  that  is  the  purpose  and 
object  of  the  Act,  to  settle  the  estate  and  condition  of  the 
innocent  issue  of  such  marriages,  not  to  screen  the  delin- 
quent parties.     The  law  of  God  cannot  be  altered  by  man. 
The  Legislature  may  exempt  the  parties  from  punishment. 
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it  may  k'f^alixo;  hvimaiily  fsixiakiug-,  ovoiy  iirohihitod  a<<, 
and  jL5"iv(3  elFect  to  any  contrac, ,  however  inconsistent 
with  the  divine  law,  bnt  it  canned  ehanj^e  the  character 
of  the  act  itself,  which  remains  as  it  a»  cS*.  and  must  always 
so  remain,  whatever  bo  the  effect  of  the  Act  of  rarliament." 
Would  that  our  legislators  w^ould  lay  to  heart  these  well- 
considered  words  of  the  learned  Judge,  and  that  the 
])eopl(;  of  this  country  may  be  brought  to  acknowledge 
that  the  Bill,  which  has  been  supported  by  a  large  major- 
ity of  their  representatives,  cannot  alter  the  character  of 
the  unions,  which  it  is  proposed  to  legalize,  but  may 
involve  the  country  in  the  guilt  of  direct  antagonism  to 
the  Mall  of  God. 

I  have  thus  far  spoken  more  i)articularly  of  the  marriage 
mentioned   in   the   title  of  the  Bill  lately    rejected,    and 
which  alone  has  l)een  discussed  in  the  British  Parliament ; 
but  you  must  remember,  and  your  people  should  bt^  made 
clearly  to  understand  this,  that  the  Bill   was  to  legalize 
also  the  marriage  of  a  man  with  his  brothc^r's   widow,  a, 
marriage  considered  so  aboniinal)le  in   England   tlint  last 
year  one  of  the  speakers  in  the  House  of  Lords  used,  in 
opposition  to  a  Bill  then  before  it,   the  argument  that  if 
])assed  it  w'ould  soon  be  followed  by  another  to  legalize 
the  marriage  of  a  woman  with  two  brotln^rs  successively. 
This  is  true  that  the  two  cases  must  be  similarlv  treated  ; 
and  if  a  man  bo  allowed  to  marry  two  sisters,  the  woman 
must  be  permitted  to  marry  two  brothers  ;  but  A'cry  many 
persons  who  approve  of  the  one  most  heartily  condemn 
the  other.      And    there   is   no  doubtful  A'erse   respecting 
the  brother's  widow  ;  the  prohibition  is  distinct ;  ])ut  then, 
it  is  said,  ii^  one  particular  case,  it  was  enjoined,  and  there- 
fore it  cannot  be  in  itself  evil.     Will  any  ore  maintain,  that 
it  would  not  be   evil,  that  it  would  not  be  murder,  after 
the  capture  of  a  city,  to  destroy  every  living  being,  even 
the  infant   children,  in  it  :*  and  yet  God  I'omnianded  the 
extermination  of  the  Amalekites.     Because  the  intermar- 
riage of  brothers  and  sisters,  th(^   children  of  Adam  and 
live,  was  commtmded,  would  such  an  abouiiuation  be  per- 
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inissi})le  ;iow  '  AVith  a  special  object,  under  certain  con- 
ditions, in  the  positive  laws  oi"the  Jews,  a  man  was  called 
upon  to  marry  the  widow  of  his  brother,  not  ibr  the 
Ji'ratification  of  his  own  passions,  but  only  that  a  I'aniily 
might  not  be  extinguished  in  Israel.  Jt  was  only  when 
there  had  been  no  issue  of  the  former  marriage,  and  the 
surviving  brother  was  then  so  substituted  for  the  deceased, 
that  the  iirst-born  son  ^vas  to  be  called  the  son  of  the 
deceased  brotht^r,  and  not  of  his  actual  father.  Moreover, 
lest  this  command  should  be  misunderstood  or  construed 
as  a  sanction  for  the  infringement  of  the  ])rohibition  in 
other  cases,  God  aihxed  a  special  token  of  His  displeasure 
to  its  violation  ;  "if  a  ma"!!  shall  take  his  brother's  w'ife,  it 
is  an  unclean  thing,  they  shall  die  childless."  AVe  have, 
therefore,  an  absolute  condemnation  of  su(di  a  union,  as  a 
thing  not  to  be  tolerated,  even  among  the  heathen,  when 
adopted  for  personal  gratification,  but  a  sanction  of  it  under 
tlie  peculiar  code  of  laws  of  the  Israelites,  in  one  particu- 
lar case  ;  and  even  in  this  case,  according  to  the  Mishna,  if 
the  surviving  brother  were  a  widower,  and  the  vv'idow  the 
sister  of  his  own  deceased  wife,  he  was  not  permitted  to 
marry  her.  Lastly,  it  has  been  urged  by  some  that  since 
the  marriage  tie  is  dissolved  by  death,  the  relationship 
derived  from  that  union  must  also  come  to  an  end.  But  if 
this  were  so,  then  a  man  might  marry  a  deceased  wife's 
mother  or  daughter,  since  there  w^ould  be  no  affinity  after 
the  wife's  death.  Moreover,  this  argument  is  refuted  by 
the  prece])ts  of  that  (diapter  of  Leviticus  applica])le  to 
cases  where  the  death  of  the  wife  is  evidently  implied, 
and  presupposed.  Let  us  not,  then,  my  Reverend  Brethren, 
argue  about  the  Divine  counsels,  but  rather  let  us  thank- 
fully accept,  and  act  upon,  the  rules  which  our  God  has 
given  us,  and  the  intimation  that  they  were  intended  for 
the  Avhole  world,  and  were  not  at  all  restricted  to  the 
.lews. 

Assuming  that  marriages  within  certain  decrees  are 
prohilnted,  by  the  Law  of  God,  it  is  su])eriluous  to  consider 
whether  we  think  them  expedient  or  inexpedient  ;  but  it 
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may  ))e  well  brielly  to  treat  of  this  point,  and  to  show  thit 
a  change  of  tho  huv  must  b(^  tittemh'd  witli  disastrous 
efl'ect,  and  for  tliis  reason  I  may  repeat  language  which 
has  already  appeared  in  print : — 

It  is  commonly  argued  that  tliH  Aunt  is  tho  most  suitablo  por.soa 
to  take  chargo  of  tho  mothevloss  chiUlivn,  and  for  tliis  vory  reason  w© 
deprecate  all  logistition  allowing  tho  possibility  of  marriago  with  the 
widower.  At  present  an  unmarried  sister  may  take  tho  wife's  placo 
in  tho  hou?ehcM,  during  illness,  without  giving  any  occasion  for 
jealousy  or  susfiicion  of  any  kind,  and  in  case  of  death  she  is  at  hand 
consoling  tho  bereaved  family,  and  ministering  to  tho  children.  U\it 
make  marriage  pos^iilile,  an<l  the  wife,  dying  after  a  protracted  illness, 
may  bo  harassed  with  tho  terrible  suspicion  that  husband  and  sister, 
having  becomo  attached  to  one  another  during  their  long  daily  familiar 
intercourse,  are  looking  for  her  death ;  and  in  any  case  the  motherless 
children  must  bo  deprived  of  the  loving  care  of  tho  unmarried  aunt, 
at  tho  very  time  wlien  it  would  lie  most  valuable  ;  fo^y  if  she  is  no 
longer  to  bo  regardt'd  as  the  widower's  own  lister,  she  will  shrink  froiu 
the  appearance  of  thrusting  herself  ujion  hiTii.  jMoreover,  even  if  ho 
be  disposed  to  have  hor,  and  she  is  willing  to  becomo  his  second  wife, 
no  ono  would  advocate  their  union  until  after  the  lapse  of  a  decent 
period  ;  (ind  in  tho  meantime  she  could  not  with  greater  propriety  be  an 
inmate  of  tho  house  than  any  otlior  young  woman  could  be.  Tho 
probability  is  that,  while  a  change  in  the  law  would  injuriously  alfect 
the  position  of  every  wife's  sister,  with  reference  to  the  husband,  both 
in  tho  wife's  lifetime,  and  also  in  case  of  her  death,  there  are  few 
cases  in  which  they  would  actually  choose  to  intermarry,  and  fowor 
still  in  which,  after  having  children  of  her  own,  sho  would  be  better 
thau  any  other  step-mother  to  her  nephews  and  nieces. 

The  example  of  the  United  States,  and  of  countries  on 
tho  continent  of  lilurope,  is  often  adduced  as  worthy  of 
imitation  ;  but  we  have  yet  to  learn,  what  evidence  can  be 
adduced  to  prove  that  the  happiness  of  family  life  is 
increased  in  those  countries,  by  tho  absence  of  restrictions 
upon  marriage,  or  that  in  fact  it  can  be  compared  with  the 
family  life  in  E)igland.  And  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
relaxation  does  not  stop  at  wife's  sister  or  brother's  widow, 
but  extends  to  uncles  and  nieces,  aunts  and  nephews,  while 
facilities  for  divorce  ave  painfully  multiplied.     Another 
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IJill  will  ('i.'vL;uiily,W(!  may  assume, 1)0  iatrodurod  in  thon«^xt 
Kossion,  and  we  cannot  then  plead  that  wo  are  unprepared, 
Ko  that  wo  must  exert  ourselves  it'  we  would  save  our 
country  from  the  crime  of  liirhtin^-  ai^ainst  God.  And  1 
hoj)e  that  ^ve  may  be  supported  by  many  who  have 
hitherto  Kiood  aloof,  both  Koman  Catholics  and  Protestants. 

"We  have  been  lately  assured  on  the  hiufhest  authority,"* 
that  in  Scotland  both  the  Old  Kirk  and  the  Free  Church 
are  agreed  in  opposing  any  change  ;  so  that  the  people  are 
almost  unanimous  in  their  opposition.  How  to  account 
for  the  apathy  of  the  rresbyterians  here,  descended  from 
men  who  were  ever  ready  to  shed  their  blood  in  defence 
of  their  religious  convictions,  1  know  not ;  but  I  hope  that, 
after  a  full  consideration  of  the  terms  of  their  own  con- 
fession of  faith,  they  will  feel  themselves  bound  to  main- 
tain its  prohibitions,  and  to  oppose  vigorously  every 
attempt  to  involve  the  Dominion  in  the  guilt  of  sanctioning 
what  they  profess  to  believe  that  Clod  has  condemned. 
AVould  that  they  were  all  actuated  by  the  sentiments 
expressed  in  "An  Address  to  the  Nonconformist  ministers 
of  England,  by  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of 
vScotland,"  and  the  agitators  for  a  change  in  the  law  would 
certainly  be  dc-feated.  I  observe  with  much  satisfaction 
that,  at  the  late  Creneral  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterians  of 
the  Dominion,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  oppose  any 
attempt  in  Parliament  to  alter  the  law. 

The  differences  as  to  the  interpretation  of  Leviticus 
xviii :  18,  are  commonly  adduced  to  invalidate  the  Scrip- 
tural argument,  by  persons  who  would  not  act  avowedly 
in  defiance  of  Scripture,  and  therefore  I  repeat,  that  our 
argument  is  not  based  upon  that  verse,  and  is  not  influenced 
by  it,  sinccj  its  interpretation  is  uncertain,  and  that,  in  any 
case,  there  are  no  such  dilferenccs  with  respect  to  the  con- 
demnation of  the  marriage  of  a  woman  with  two  brothers, 
which  is  expressed  in  distinct  unambiguous  language. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  non-Episcopal  bodies, 


y\vJ;ihourne'aepeec',i  .at  the  moeti'ig,  February  2jtli,  in  London. 
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with  the  exception  ol'  llic  Proshjioiiaiis,  (both  in  Ireland 
!in<l  in  Sccdland,)  nr;'  g'lMienilly  opposed  to  the  re- 
strictions, whethvr  luicauso  they  are  sii})posed  to  depend 
on  church  tradition  I  cannot,  say  ;  but  as  they  profess 
to  bo  guided  by  the  same  .Scriptures  to  which  we  defer,  J 
cannot  understand  why  they  should  l)e  of  a  ditierent 
oi)inion  from  ourselves,  with  referent;e  to  the  unions  therein 
expressly  coiulemned.  Tlie  AVesleyan  Methodists,  however, 
ap])ear  to  agree  with  us,  for  a  few  years  ago,  having  occa- 
sion to  communicate  with  the  rr«;sident  of  the  Methodist 
Conference  of  these  Provinces,  he  sent  me  the  following 
extract  from  the  laws  of  that  body  :  "  That  inuniscn  with 
the  general  stream  of  authorities,  in  both  Jewish  and 
Christian  Churches,  the  ecclesiastical  law  of  the  country, 
over  since  the  epoch  ol'  the  lieformation,  has  affirmed  the 
degrees  of  consanguijiiiy  and  alhnity  within  the  limits  of 
wiiich  the  Divine  Lawgiver  has  prohibited  marriage,  to  be 
such  as  are  expressed  or  implied  in  Leviticus  xviii.,  and 
that  therefore  such  marriages  alone  are  godly  and  agreeable 
to  law  which  are  contracted  between  persons  not  included 
in  those  prohibitions." 

In  connection  with  this  matter,  the  nature  of  our  obli- 
gations under  the  Canons  of  1G08  has  been  discussed,  and 
a  brief  notice  of  them  may  be  useful.  Those,  adopted  by 
the  Houses  of  Convocation,  were  ratiiied  by  the  King,  but 
have  not  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  therefore, 
although  binding  the  clergy,  do  not  bind  the  laity,  accord- 
ing to  Lord  Hardwicke's  judgment,  proprio  vigore  ;  but  his 
Lordship  added,  "I  say  propria  vic/orc,  by  their  own  force  and 
authority,  for  there  are  many  provisions  contained  in  these 
Canons,  wiiicli  are  declaratory  of  the  ancient  usage  and 
law  of  the  Church  of  England,  received  and  allowed  hero 
which  in  that  respect,  and  by  virtue  of  such  ancient 
allowance,  will  bind  the  laity."  Some  of  these  Canons  are 
obsolete,  and  some  are  ina])plicable  to  our  circumstances, 
but  w^e  may  be  guided  by  their  spirit,  if  not  by  the  letter 
in  some  cases  ;  and  it  may  perhaps  be  desirable,  to  haA'e 
the  whole  of  them  examined,  and  such  of  them  retained, 
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as  iniiy  be  approved  by  iho  rrovinriul  Synod,      lii  llio 
meanlimo,  there  can  be  no  (|Ut'htion,  as  to  the  force  of  the 
99th  Canon  affirming'  the  tal)lo  of  proliibited  doQ-reoH,  for 
it  was  adopted  by  the  Trovinrial  Synod  at  its  hist  Session, 
and  is  therefore  bindini^  on  all   members  of  the  Church, 
whether  lay  or  clerical,   in  this  ]']o<'lesiastical   Province. 
Even,  therefore,  if  any  of  the  i)rohil)ited  marriages  were  to 
be  allowed  by  the  civil  law,  no  Clergyman  of  our  Church 
could  solemnize  such  a  nuirriage,  or  knowingly  admit  to 
the  Holy  Communion  persons  so  married,  without  render- 
ing himself  liable   to   ecclesiastical    censure.     AVe   must 
over  boar  in  mind  the  solemn  warning,  addressed  to  those 
who  come  to  be  married,   "be  ye    well  assured,    that  so 
many  as  are  coupled  together  otherwise  than  God's  word 
doth  allow,  are  not  joined  togvther  by  'Jod,  neither  is  their 
matrimony  lawful." 

The  call  to  celebrate  this  year  the  Centenary  of  the 
establishment  of  Sunday  S(;]iools,  suggests  the  propriety 
of  saying  a  few  words  with  refcrenc<>  to  them,  and  ou  the 
subject  of  education  generally.  Our  common  school 
system  is  maintained  at  a  great  expense,  and  we  have  for 
many  years  had  provision  made  so  tlmt  no  child,  even  of 
the  poorest  parents,  need  be  without  the  advantage  of 
elementary  instruction,  but  unhappily  it  is  purely  a  secular 
system ;  and  I  fear  that  the  ill  elfects  of  such  a  system 
will,  sooner  or  later,  be  practically  felt  throughout  the 
Province.  Knowledge  is  power ;  and  if  we  train  the 
intellectual  faculties,  neglecting  the  moral  and  spiritual, 
we  are  preparing  for  ourselves  a  multitude  of  clever  evil- 
doers. If  all  who  recognize  the  importance  of  the  religious 
element,  in  any  system  of  instruction,  would  unite  in 
bringing  their  inlluence  to  bear  upon  the  Government  and 
the  Legislature,  I  am  persuaded  that  some  modificalioii 
might  be  introduced,  so  as  to  allow  the  ministers  of  the 
several  denominations  to  instruct  the  children  of  their 
own  llocks  during  a  s})ecilied  portion  of  the  school  hours. 
In  default  of  this,  and  while  things  remain  as  they  are,  thcj 
Sunday  School  is  the  best  substitute,  and  should  have  all 


iho  iittciition  thai  \o\i  can  ])osto\v  upon  it.     I  am  aware, 
my  brethren,  that  somo  of  you,  workiuof  in  country  places, 
have  much  dilficulty  in  this  respect,  havincc  to  spend  so 
much  time  on  the  Lord's  Day  in  travellinir  Iromoiu^  station 
to  another  that  you  cannot  bo  present  in  the  school,  while 
there  if  sometimes  an  additional  ol)sta.cle  also  in  the  want 
of  teachers,  and  especially  of  any  lit  person  for  the  oilice 
of  superintendent.     I  am   aware,  too,  that  somo  persons 
object  to  Sunday  Schools,  because  parents  consider  them- 
selves thereby  relieved  from  the  duty  of  imparting"  reliir- 
ious  instruction  to  their  (-hildren,  and  ai^ain,  because  wronj:^ 
views  are  cherished  in  the  children  themselves  by  con- 
centrating this  instruction  on  one  day  out  of  seven,  while 
there  is  no  trace  of  it  in  the  school-teachincc  of  the  other 
days  of  the  week,  as  thouj^h  religion  were  ])roper  for  the 
Lord's  Day  only,  and  should  not  inlluence  the  general  life 
and  conversation.     IKit  without  discussing   these   objec- 
tions, whether  they  be  well  or  ill-founded,  we  still  have 
the  fact,  tha*  we  are  bound  to  see  that  the  children  have 
some  teachiiig  beyond  that  which  is  merely  for  this  world, 
and  there  is  no  ag(;ncy  but  the  Sunday  School  through 
which    this    can  b;}   secured.     If,    therefore,  our  Sunday 
Schools  are  necessarily  in  many  places  imperfect  in  their 
organization,  and  although  at  the  best  they  may  fail  to 
accomplish  all  that  we  would  desire,  we  are  bound  never- 
theless to  avail  ourselves  of  an  agency,  for  which  nothing 
better  can  be  substituted ;  and  every  Pastor  should  do  all 
in  his  power  to  make  it  profitable  for  the  lambs  of  hi,s 
Hock.     The   efficiency   of  the    school    will    bo  materially 
increased  by  a  class   for  the  instruction  of  the  teachers, 
preparatory  to  the  work  of  the  following  Sunday,  wher- 
ever it  may  be  possible  to  bring  them  together. 

There  is  a  prevalent  practice,  against  which  you 
cannot  too  strenuously  protesc,  of  sending  girls  to  the 
Convents  for  their  education.  Parents,  naturally  disliking 
the  associations  of  the  Common  Schools  for  their  daugh- 
ters, look  for  some  more  satisfactory  mode  of  education, 
and  are  induced  in  many  cases,  it  is  to  bo  feared  by  con- 
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sidcnitions  <»l"  ocoiioinv.  williout  r^QTixni  <o  otlior  ihii|f,s< 
lo  scloct  a  Coiivoiit  ;i.s  a  day  scliool,  or  ovoii  as  a  l)ojirdini^ 
Nchool.     At  Olio  time,  tlio  plea  was,  that  Wwy  had  no  altcr- 
nativo,  that  they  avaihMl  tlioinn(«lv(\s  ol'tho  Coiivont,  l)ccauso 
lh(>y  had  no  otlior  ivsounc,  hut   lliis  can    no   loni^^or  bo 
uru-cd.     It  is  truo,  I  nni    sorry  1o  say,   that   I   have  loni,^ 
iMidoavorod,    lo   no   pur[)osi',    lo    iinlucc  nionihcra  of  tlio 
(Jhurch    to  boslir  ihcmsclvcs.  iind  make   surh  provision 
lor  tho  n-irls,  as  thoy  have  already  made  ibr  boys  at  ^Vind- 
Kor,  and  as  xMethodisIs  and  JJaptists  have  nnulc  Ibr  their 
.H'irls.     There  is  a  sad.  very  disrn"dil;il)l.>  apathy  in  this 
matter,  and  tho  contrast  ol"  the  earnestness  of  otlier  bodies 
is  a  f^rievous  r^proaidi  to  us,  but  private  ent(Mprise   has 
]\irtially  supplied  tlie  want,  and  we  have  in  this  eity  two 
schools,  either  of  which  will  receive  and  educate  boarders 
at  a  very  low  rate.     One  of  these.  St.  ]\Inrn-ar(>t's  Hall,  has 
l)een  recoii-iiised,  by   the  Synod,  as  a  Diocesan  School,  the 
llishoj)  beinn:  ex  ojjlao  Visitor,  but    no  aid  has  been  dven 
by  the  Church,  the  rrinci])al  havin^-  been  left  to  l)ear  the 
entire  burden  and  responsibility  of  making  this  needful 
lu-ovision,  and  beiiio-  hampered  hy  tlie  want  of  adequate 
accommodation.     In  either  of  these  schools,  I  belioA'e  that 
a  superior  and  solid  education   may  be  obtained;  but   as 
Visitor,  I  am  able  to  speak  mon^  parliruhirly  of  the  Hall. 
And   I    urg-e    yon,   most  earnestly,  to  do  your  utmost  to 
impress  your  pooph*  with  a  S(Mis(^  of  the  impropriety  and 
danger  of  sending  their  daughters  to  tin;  Con  rents.     Tho 
supposition    that   a   better  education  can  bo  obtained  in 
them  than  in  our  own  schools  is  <Mitii-ely  erroneous,  and  I 
speak  after  careful  investigation  ;  but  even  if  it  were  so, 
and  if  a  few  dollars  might  thus  be  saved,  nothingcanjustify 
exposing   the   girls   to   the   evil  consequences^  of  such  a 
practice.     They  will  acquire  a  tendency  either  to  liomanism 
or  to  indiiierence.     As  a  general  rule,  the  boarders  arc  not 
allow^ed  to  attend  their  own  (Mi arches  ;  even  on  the  Lord's 
Day  they  are  re<iuired  to  attend,  although  not  to  take  part 
in,  the  services  in  the  Convent  Chapels.     And  no  lover  of 
the  truth  can  doubt  that  this  must  be  exceediiigly  injurious, 
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%vhellicr  they  Join  in  llie  worship  or  not,  and  yoi  wo.  find 
persons  professing  themselves  most  thoroughly  opposed  to 
the  errors  of  Ilomanism,  actually,  from  low  and  unworthy 
motives,  (to  avoid  trouble  or  expense),  exposing'  their 
daughters  to  temptation  and  danger.  They  might  learr  a 
lesson,  from  the  caution  of  the  liomanists,  who  will  not 
allow  domestic  servants  to  attend  the  family  worship  of 
persons  not  of  their  own  faith,  although  the  servant:s  so 
attending,  would  have  nothing  olfensive  presented  to 
them,  would  not  be  called  upon  to  take  ])art  in  any  sup- 
p]i<;ations,  contrary  to  their  own  belief.  But  the  child,  in 
u  lionian  Seminary,  must  both  see  and  hear  what  is  or 
ought  to  be  most  olIiMisive  to  everv  one  outside  of  that 
system,  the  images  of  ibe  blessed  Virgin  set  before  them, 
as  the  queen  of  Heaven,  instead  of  the  meek  and  lowly 
maiden,  described  in  Holy  Scripture,  while  invocations 
of  the  Virgin,  and  of  the  Saints,  are  mingled  with  all  the 
l)rayers  and  ejaculations,  which  ought  to  be  addressed  to 
(Jod  alone.  From  the  infection  of  an  atmosphere  thus 
contaminated,  even  the  day  scholars  cannot  altogether 
escape,  and  all  may  be  expected,  in  tin;  course  of  time, 
either  to  be  attracted  by  the  system,  or  to  ac(|uire  a  habit 
of  contemptuous  indilU'rence  to  the  worship  of  their  com- 
panions. 

It  is  to  l>e  remembered,  moreover,  that  every  pupil 
sent  contributes  to  the  support  and  prosperity  of  these 
schools,  instead  of  strengthening  our  own  Institutions. 
Nevertheless,  wo  find  i)ersons  of  extreme  Protestant 
sentiments,  of  all  denominations  of  Christians,  thus  aiding 
the  seminaries  established  for  the  propagation  of  the  system 
against  which  they  verbally  protest  ;  and  I  can  imagine, 
although  I  cannot  describe,  the  contempt  with  which  such 
])ersons  substantially  supporting,  in  order  to  save  a  few 
dollars,  what  they  profess  to  condemn,  must  be  regarded 
by  those  who  receive  their  money. 

While  I  particularly  enforce  your  duty,  with  reference 
to  the  education  of  the  younger  members  of  your  Hocks, 
to  provide  what  is  good,  and  preserve  them  from  exposure 
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to  ohjectionablo  influences,  I  must  also  add  a  word  of 
caution  with  reference  to  your  people  generally.  The 
members  of  our  Communion  are  comparatively  few  in  this 
Province,  and  still  fewer  in  Prince  Edward  Island.  "We 
are  surrounded  by  opponents,  and  through  their  misrepre* 
sentations,  and  through  the  baneful  influence  of  inter- 
marriages, some  of  our  own  members  are  seduced  from 
their  allegiance  mainly,  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  consequence 
of  defective  instruction.  It  has  often  been  remarked  that 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  seem  to  know  less 
about  their  own  system  than  others,  and  to  hold  to  it  rather 
from  affection  and  habit  than  from  conviction,  and  where 
this  is  the  case  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  training  has 
been  defective.  In  the  tSunday  School,  and  in  catechizing, 
where  this  valuable  mode  of  instruction  can  be  practised 
the  foundation  should  be  laid;  and  in  lectures  and 
addresses,  if  not  in  ordinary  sermons,  the  divine  origin 
and  apostolic  organization  of  the  Church  should  bo 
explained,  and  the  claims  of  our  Branch  to  be  most  truly 
the  representative  of  that  original  should  be  enforced. 
This  is  stigmatized  by  some  as  arrogance  and  presumption  > 
but  we  cannot  ignore  the  fact,  that  the  leading  English 
Reformers  adopted,  and  acted  upon,  the  sound  principle 
that  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  early  ages  should 
be,  as  far  as  possible,  restored.  We  must  not  be  so 
ungrateful  as  to  lightly  esteem  the  goodness  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  in  thus  gjiarding  and  directing  those  whom  he 
raised  up  as  his  instruments  in  England,  as  contrasted 
with  the  agents  in  other  countries.  We,  therefore,  thank- 
fully acknowledge  and  proclaim  this  His  special  mercy  to 
our  Mother  Land,  and  we  should  feel  that,  whr^tever 
imputations  we  may  thus  incur,  we  are  bound  to  maintain 
and  to  proclaim  the  position  which  He  has  vouchsafed  to 
us.  I  fear  that  many,  even  of  our  own  people,  suppose 
that  the  Reformed  Church  originated  in  the  Reformation, 
unconscious  that  the  word  itself  is  evidence  to  the  contrary, 
since  that  which  is  reformed  must  have  previously  existed. 
Whenever  we  assemble  for  public  worship,  we  affirm 


our  boliof  ill  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  or  iu  one  Catholic 
and  Apostolic  Church,  and  the  meaning  of  this  Article 
should  be  clearly  explained,  combined  with  the  reminder, 
that  any  surrender  of  our  claim,  to  be  a  branch  of  that 
Church,  must  be  a  condemnation  of  our  present  position. 
The  Apostolic  Church  must  have  a  clear  succession,  and 
continuity  through  all  ages,  from  the  times  of  the  Apostles. 
And  our  high  appreciation  of  tlie  value  of  membershij) 
with  it  is  due,  not  to  our  admiration  of  its  system  and 
tenets,  nor  to  our  own  judgment  of  its  merits,  but  to  the 
fact  that  it  is'a  divine  institution.  There  are  variations 
from  the  original  constitution,  both  in  excess  and  in  defect, 
and  while  w^e  refrain  from  pronouncing  judgment  upon 
the  individuals  who  adhere  to  either,  w^e  cannot  but  -warn 
those  who  have  known  the  better  w^ay,  w^ho  have  enjoyed 
the  blessing  of  the  happy  mean,  of  their  sin  and  danger, 
if  they  depart  from  tlie  path  marked  out  for  them.  They 
who,  in  God's  providence,  have  had  their  lot  cast,  where 
there  is  no  certainty  as  to  the  commission  of  the  ministers, 
or  where  they  are  deprived  of  some  of  the  means  of  grace, 
may  have  these  defects  compensated  by  Him  w^ho  w^ill 
accept  every  man  according  to  that  he  hath,  and  not 
according  to  that  he  hath  not.  But  we  cannot  thus  ho]K^- 
fully  regard  any  who  wilfully  abandon  privileges  vouch- 
safed to  them  by  their  Heavenly  Father.  And  they  most 
especially  appear  to  be  in  a  hopeless  state,  who,  having 
been  partakers  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  accordiuo- 
to  His  own  institution,  wilfully  relinquish  their  privilege^ 
and,  embracing  Eoman  errors,  accept  in  its  stead  a 
mutilated  sacrament,  whick  is,  therefore,  proba])ly  wo  sac- 
rament; so  that  whereas  St.  Paul  teaches  us.  that  "the 
cup  of  blessing  is  the  communion  of  the  blood  of  Christ," 
they  who,  abandoning  our  communion,  join  the  Churcli 
of  Rome,  wilfully  relinquish  the  use  of  the  means  wher'^by 
we  are  permitted  to  partake  of  that  })lood,  concerning 
which  we  are  taught  to  pray,  that  w^e  may  so  drink  His 
blood,  that  our  souls  may  be  washed  through  it.  Probably 
the   awful  guilt  thus   incurred  is  seldom   considered  bv 
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those  who  arc  tempted  favorably  to  regard  the  Roman 
system.  But  the  i'act  that  Kome  has  presumed  to  tamper 
with,  and  to  chanuo  the  matter  of,  one  of  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ments instituted  by  Christ  himself,  condemns  the  system 
absolutely,  and  without  further  investigation  is  sufficient 
to  prove  that  she  has  departed  so  widely  from  the  truth 
that  no  one  who  has  been  rightly  instructed  can, 
without  imperilling  his  soul,  join  himself  to  her.  The 
doctrine  of  trnnsubstantiation,  as  delined  by  the  Council 
of  Trent,  is  that  the  whole  substance  of  the  bread  is 
changed  into  the  body,  and  the  whole  substance  of  the 
wine  into  the  blood,  of  Christ.  The  next  step  is  the 
assumption  that,  where  there  is  a  part  there  must  be  the 
whole,  and,  therefore,  that  the  body  and  blood,  together 
with  the  soul  and  divinity  of  Christ,  are  all  present  in 
either  kind.  But,  practically,  this  is  applied  only  to  the 
one  kind,  the  species  of  bread ;  and  the  whole  Christ  is 
held  to  be  contained  in  each  particle  of  the  bread,  so  that 
there  may  be  as  many  Christs  upon  the  altar  as  there  are 
elementary  particles,  or  indivisible  atoms  of  flour. 

AYe,  however,  dare  not  assume  that  any  alteration  may 
be  made  in  what  our  Lord  himself  hath  instituted,  we  dare 
not  admit  any  inference  implying  that  the  Church  may 
dispense  with  a  portion  of  his  command,  and  substitute  a 
part  for  the  whole,  acting  on  the  conclusions  of  human 
reason  in  that  which  should  simply  be  accepted  as  a 
transcendent  mystery, 

"VYe  have  been  so  free  from  perversions  to  Romanism  in 
this  Diocese  that  it  may  appear  to  be  superfluous  to  utter 
any  warnings  against  it,  but  I  am  bound  to  do  so,  because 
I  am  aware  of  attempts  made  to  seduce  some  from  the  old 
paths,  and  of  the  circulation  of  books  containing  Roman, 
instead  of  Catholic,  doctrine.  And  I  must  w^arn  ycu,  my 
brethren,  to  beware  of  giving  occasion,  by  word  or  deed, 
for  the  supposition  that  the  differences  are  not  essential, 
or  that  the  space  between  us  may  be  bridged  over.  We 
are  not,  indeed,  to  condemn  or  reject  any  doctrine  or 
practice  simply  because  it  is  held  or  used  in  the  Roman 
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Church,  for  it  may  have  boon  reiainod,  and  have  come 
down  from  primitive  times.  But  we,  who  have  witnessed 
the  addition  to  the  faith  of  two  new  Articles  within  the. 
space  of  a  few  years,  have  thus  Learned  how  easily 
novelties  may  have  been  introduced  and  adopted  in  the 
course  of  ages,  and  are  without  excuse  for  deferring  to  her 
authority  in  any  matter.  She  boasts  of  her  antiquity,  but 
by  her  successive  innovations,  and  additions  to  the  faith, 
she  has  forfeited  all  claim  to  respect  on  that  account ;  and 
by  her  latest  decree  she  has  not  only  adulterated  the 
creed,  but  has  actually  adopted  a  new  rule  of  faith  alto- 
gether. Formerly  she  professed  to  be  guided  by  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  as  interpreted  by  the  Fathers,  and  by  General 
Councils,  but  her  rule  of  faith  is  no  longer  thus  guarded, 
and  her  doctrine  depends  upon  the  ex  cathedra  utterances 
of  the  Bishop  of  Rome  ;  so  that,  in  fact,  she  has  thus  made 
herself  the  most  modern  of  all  the  sects  of  the  present 
day,  for,  even  though  she  may  still  hold  to  the  same  doc- 
trines as  before,  that  is  merely  accidental,  and  the  adoption 
of  a  new  rule  of  faith  virtually  creates  a  new  religion. 

I  must  particularly  warn  you  of  the  danger  of  circu- 
lating among  your  people,  or  in  any  way  sanctioning. 
Books  of  Devotion,  w^hich,  apparently  valuable  in  some 
respects,  nevertheless  countenance,  indirectly,  if  not 
directly,  such  corruptions  as  the  invocation  of  saints,  and 
especially  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ;  for,  without  discussing  the 
question,  whether  such  invocation  can  practically  be 
preserved  from  abuse,  and  so  restricted  as  not  to  trench  upon 
the  divine  attributes,  we  cannot  reconcile  it  with  the 
Catholic  doctrine  of  the  condition  of  the  departed,  be- 
tween death  and  the  resurrection,  as  in  Paradise,  but  not 
in  Heaven.  We  have  here  a  striking  example  of  the  way 
in  which  frequently  extremes  meet,  the  popular  theology 
treating  of  the  souls  of  the  faithful  as  in  HeaA'en,  im- 
mediately after  death,  while  the  Ivoman  system  affirms 
the  same,  of  those  who  are  by  it  recognized  as  saints,  so 
that  being  before  Ihe  throne  of  Grod  they  can  intercede 
with  him  on  behalf  of  the  dwellers  upon  earth.     But  the 
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Catholic  doctrino  is  that  all,  inclndiiiG;  ovon  llie  Blessed 
Virgin,  are  in  an  impertoct  intermediate  state  of  rest  and 
refreshment,  and  we  pruy  for  them  that  they  may  speedily 
have  'Uheir  perfect  consummation  and  bliss  both  in  body 
and  soul."  The  human  soul  of  our  Blessed  Lord  was  in 
Paradise,  not  in  Heaven,  while  absent  from  the  body,  and 
thfj  assumption  that  it  may  be  otherwise  with  the  souls  of 
His  saints,  is  a  dangerous,  unwarrantable  error. 

You  may,   perhax>s,  exp(M?t  me,  to  speak   of  the  var- 
ious   opinions   concerning   the   future    state,   which   are 
now  freciy  discussed,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  ques- 
tions involved  are  rather  theoretical  than  practical.     For 
it  is  generally  held   that  they  who   die  in  the  faith  and 
fear  of  God  will  enjoy  eternal  happiness,  and  that  they 
who  have  not  l>een  prepared  for  His  presence,  in  this  state 
of  probation,  and   who   have   been  rebellious  and  diso^ 
bedient,   must   suli'er  the   penalty  due   to    transgression. 
The  question  is  whether  the  terms  'eternal'  and  'everlast- 
ing,' when  applied  to  punishment,  have  the  same  signifi- 
cation as  when  ifi:)plied  to  reward,  whether  that  punish- 
ment may  be  terminated  after  some  indefinite  period  by 
annihilation,  or  may  have  such  a  reforming  and  purifying 
eilect  that  it  may  be  no  longer  necessary.     Many  are  mak- 
ing the  doctrine  of  eternal  puiiishment  a  plea  for  rejecting 
revelation   altogether,    and    we   may  believe    that   some 
•  honest  enquirers  are  unable  to  reconcile  it  with  their  views 
conceniing  the  nature  and  attributes  of  the  Creator.     But 
are  they  able  any  better  to  reconcile  the  undoubted  facts 
of  the  permitted  introduction  and  continuance  of  wicked- 
ness and  misery  among  mankind  ?     Let  there  be  a  belief 
in  the  v'xistence  of  a  (Jod,  and  there  must  be  the  admission 
that  His  ways  will  probably  be  beyond  the  range  of  the 
creature's  faculties,  but  that  the  same  principles  of  govern- 
ment, or  of  dealing  wHh  men,  will  prevail  in  the  future  as 
in  the  present  life.     Assuming  that  you  receive  the  inter- 
pretations of  Scripture  generally  adopted  by  the  Church, 
1  would  nevertheless  point  out  to  you  that  you  may  deal 
tenderly  with  those  who,  honestly  accepting  the  teaching 
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of  Holy  Scripture,  yet  believe  that  its  lani^uage  will  bear 
a  different  interpretation,  and  that  the  received  doctrine 
is  inconsistent  with  the  attributes  of  an  Almighty  loving 
Creator.  With  those  who  deny  the  doctrine  of  a  future 
state  of  retribution,  we  can  have  no  sympathy  whatever, 
for  they  contradict  the  teaching  both  of  reason  and  of 
revelation.  But  we  may  treat  with  tenderness  the  opin- 
ions of  those  who,  recognizing  the  justice  as  well  as  the 
love  of  God,  and  admitting  the  stern  denunciations  and 
threatenings  of  Holy  Writ,  entertain  a  hope  and  belief 
that,  somewlic  e  in  the  interminable  ages  of  eternity,  the 
complete  deliverance  of  the  universe  from  evil  and  from 
misery  may  be  elfected. 

We  hold  that  "everlasting"  means  lasting  for  ever,  and 
that  "eternal"  is  never  ending,  but  we  cannot  deny  that  such 
expressions  are  sometimes  used  with  limitations,  and  wo 
should  not  absolutely  condemn  any  interpretation  which 
does  not  actually  eliminate  their  meaning.'    With  respect 
to  such  views,  however,  I  have  said  that  the  question  is 
more  theoretical  than  practical,  because  ib  is  admitted  that 
the  punishment  of  transgression,  if  not  literally  eternal, 
may  extend  in  any  case  over  ages  and  thousands  of  ages, 
and  such  duration,  with  respect  to  any  individual  sinner, 
appears  practically  eternal.     You  may,  therefore,  instead 
of  encouraging  a  spirit  of  antagonism  by  indiscriminately 
condemning  or  opposing  such  persons,   rather  point  out 
that,  supposing  their  views  to  be  true,  no  encouragement 
whatever  is  alforded  to  the  transgressor,  since  unquestion- 
ably, whether  there  may  or  may  not  be  reason  to  hope  for 
an  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  lost  in  the  far  distant 
future,  the  language,  both  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Apostles,  is 
intended  to  convey  the  knowledge  of  a  terrible  retribution, 
of  inconceivable  misery,  and  of  incalculable  duration,  await- 
ing the   impenitent  and  disobedient,    who   have    sinned 
against  light  and  knowledge,  who  have  "done  despite  to  the 
spirit  of  grace."    And  we  may  learn  a  lesson  from  the  divine 
wisdom  which,  in  answer  to  the  question,  "  Lord,  are  there 
few  that  be  saved?"  replied,    "iStrive  to  enter  in  at  the 
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strait  gate,  for  many  I  say  unto  you  will  seek  to  enter  in,, 
and  shall  not  be  able."  No  direct  answer  is  given  to  the 
speculative  query,  but  an  earnest  warning  and  exhortation 
is  addressed  to  the  individual. 

We  have,  moreover,  the  definite  teaching  that  in  Hades, 
in  the  intermediate  state,  there  is  no  passing  from  the  on  9 
portion  to  the  other,  a  great,  impassable  gulf  being  fixed 
between  them,  so  that  at  the  judgment  the  reunited,  com- 
pound being  must  be  judged  according  to  the  deeds  done 
in  the  body,  its  position  being  then  assigned  in  Heaven  or 
Hell.     But  whether  there  may  be  in  Paradise  any  growth, 
any  purifying  process  whereby  progressive  sanctification 
may  be  accomplished,  we  are  not  informed.     Certainly  the 
primitive  teaching  was  in  favor  of  it,  and  all  the  ancient 
liturgies  contain  prayers  for  the  faithful  departed.     We 
have  them  no  longer  in  a  direct  form,  but  in  the  burial 
service  we  have  a  prayer  on  behalf  of  the   faithful  de- 
parted, that  we  and  they  may  speedily  attain  to  our  perfect 
consummation   and   bliss ;  and  the   learned  Sir  Herbert 
Jenner  Fust,  in  1888,  gave  judgment  in  the  Arches  Court 
that  if  it   had  been  the   opinion  of  the  framers  of  the 
Articles  and  Canons  of  the  Church  that  prayers  for  the 
dead  were  opposed  to  the  Scriptures,  they  would  have 
expressly  declared  their  illegality,  and  many  of  our  most 
honored  divines  have  held  that  such  prayers  are  not  pro- 
hibited by  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  they  could  not 
be  so  while  we  have   the  example  of  St.  Paul's  prayer 
on  behalf  of  the  deceased  Oncsiphorus,  "  the  Lord  grant 
unto  him  that  he  may  find  mercy  of  the  Lord  in  that  day." 
That   such  prayers  are  not  directly  countenanced,  al- 
though not  prohibited,  in  our  Services,  is  probably  due  to 
the  abuses,  which  prevailed  under  the  Roman  system,  and 
to  their  supposed  connection  with  the  figment  of  purga- 
tory.    Even  in  this  enlightened  age,  and  among  educated 
people,  many  are  to  be  found  unable  to  distinguish  between 
purgatory,  and  the  Catholic  doctrine  of  the  intermediate 
state,   between  prayers    for    the    faithful   departed,   and 
prayers  for  a  change  of  condition  of  those  who  have  died. 
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estrang'cd  from  God.     Tho  Roman  doctrtne  of  piircatory  is 
so  re\'oltins",  as  well  as  opposed  to  Scripture  and  Catholic 
tradition,  that  we  cannot  be   surprised   at   the  reaction, 
when  men's  eyes  were  opened,  and  at  the  present  dread  of 
every  approach  to  such  a  doctrine.     The  doctrine  of  Holy 
Scripture  is,  that  tho  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  from 
all  sin,  that  there  is  no  condemnalion  to  them  which  are 
in  Christ  Jesus,  that  the  believer,  absent  from  the  body,  is 
present  with  the  Lord,  and  they  who  die  in  the  Lord  rest 
from  their  labours  ;  and  we  can  rejoice  in  tho  assurance, 
that  death  is  indeed  a  happy  release  to  the  child  of  God, 
whose  agonies  we  have  witnessed  on  the  bed  of  sickness 
and   sulfering.     But,  according*   to  Iloman  teaching,  that 
suiferer  only  exchanges  bodily  sulfering,  for  torments  far 
more  dreadful  in  the  separate  state.     She  has  invented  a 
purgatory,  of  which  there  is  no  trace  to  be  found  in  the 
writings  of  the  Christian  lAithers,  any  more  than  in  tho 
divine  revelation,  a  purgatory  of  penal  suffering,  through 
which  even  the  elect  must  pass.     And  Cardinal  Eellarmine 
affirms  the  general  opinion  of  divines  to  be,  that  the  pains 
of  the  souls  in  purgatory  are  of  the  same  kind  and  intensity 
as  those  of  the  damned,  differing  only  as  to  their  duration. 
And  bearing  in  mind,  that  all  the  children  of  God  must 
be  subjected  to  this  purifying  fire,  before  they  can  ])e  fitted 
for  heaven,  we  cannot  l)c  surprised,  that  the  consideration 
of  this  doctrine   has  produced   a   thorough  revulsion   of 
feeling,  and  that  the  truth  has  suffered,  because  the  true 
and   the   false    doctrine   have   been   confounded   by   the 
multitude. 

In  conclusion,  my  Rev.  brethren,  I  must  enforce  for 
myself  as  well  as  for  you,  the  Vv'arning  that  "the  time  is 
short,"  and  that  we  must,  each  of  us,  work  while  it  is  called 
to-day.  Some  of  us  are  far  advanced  in  years,  and  some 
are  just  beginning  their  ministry  ;  but  a  great  work  has 
been  committed  to  us,  and  we  have  to  make  the  most  of 
the  time  allotted  to  us,  whether  more  or  less  be  still  re- 
maining. It  may  be  that  in  some  respects,  owing  to  greater 
facilities  for  travelling,  and  the  spread  of  education,  tho 
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\vork  is  easier  than  it  was,  l)ei3anso  tho  inslructicn  given 
is  addressed  to  minds  more  capaMe  of  eomprehendinn;  and 
profiting'  by  it;  })nt  on  tho  other  hand,  these  facilities 
tend  to  make  yonr  people  unsettled,  and  the  modicum  of 
instruction  \vhich  they  receive  is  apt  to  make  many  self- 
conceited,  proud  of  their  acquirements,  and  unwilling"  to 
submit  to  the  authoritative  teaching,  which  at  one  time 
they  would  have  received  with  undoubting  trust.  Scep- 
ticism has  to  be  met  and  combatted,  and  the  spiritual  Pastor 
should  be  prepared,  not  only  with  defensive  armor,  but 
also  with  weapons  "mighty  throuirh  God  to  the  pulling 
down  of  strong  holds."  Your  inability  to  confute  a 
specious  cavil  or  ]dausiblc  objection  to  some  tenet,  may  be 
a  serious  stumbling-block  in  the  way,  not  only  of  the 
caviller,  l)ut  of  many  others  also  who  may  hear  of  your 
defeat.  And  especially  let  us  remember  our  ordination 
A'ow,  to  be  as  far  as  possible  "wholesome  examples  and 
patterns  to  the  flock  of  Christ."  Even  in  the  use  of  things 
lawful,  we  must  practise  temperance  and  moderation,  and 
consider  the  opinions  of  others  as  well  as  satisfy  our  own 
consciences,  and  especially,  let  even  the  youngest  brethren 
beware  of  everything  approaching  to  levity  in  their 
actions,  and  even  in  their  conversation. 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  we  have  regidar,  attentive,  and 
well-conducted  congretrations,  unless  there  is  also  spiritual 
life  among  them.  AVe  must  be  careful  to  lay  a  good, 
substantial  foundation,  but  we  have  also  the  responsibility 
of  building  upon  it.  Tho  first  great  ol)ject  of  the  Christian 
ministry  should  ])e  the  saving  of  souls,  the  conversion  of 
the  large  proportion  of  the  baptized  who  are  not  walking- 
worthy  of  their  vocation,  who  are  not  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
God.  Such  must  be  awakened,  taught  to  understand  the 
heinousness  of  their  sin,  and  exhorted  with  true  contrition 
to  turn  unto  the  Lord,  seeking  to  be  renewed  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Let  there  be  no  mis-apprche]ision  as  to  his  condi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  baptized  sinner,  let  him  be  distinctly 
instructed  that  he  is  not  delivered  from  condemnation  by 
his  baptism,  that  on  the  contrary  his  responsibility  and  his 
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jTiiilt  aro  much  aggravated  thereby  ;  hut,  on  the  other  hand, 
ho  may  be  encouraged  to  return  to  his  Father,  seeking  a 
restoration  to  favor,  by  the  knowdedge  that  he  was  once 
adopted  as  a  Son,  that  the  promises  and  invitations  aro 
addressed  to  him,  and  that,  on  fuliiiment  of  the  conditions, 
he  may  confidently  prefer  a  claim  to  them,  And  there  is 
room  for  much  earnest  vvrork  among  those  also  who  are 
walking  in  the  narrow  way,  who  are  on  the  Christian 
course,  for  they  need  to  be  stirred  up,  and  to  be  led  on  to 
a  higher  life.  Let  us  study  carefully  the  descriptions  of 
the  Christian  life,  as  set  before  us  in  the  Epistles,  and  we 
cannot  but  feel  that  much  is  still  lacking  amongst  us.  Let 
us  not  be  content  with  routine  work,  but  rather  try  all 
means  whereby  the  spiritual  life  of  ourselves  and  of  our 
flocks  may  be  quickened,  and  rendered  more  definite  and 
decided.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  be  so  poured  out  upon  you, 
my  brethren,  that  you  may,  with  power  and  wisdom, 
convince  the  gainsayers,  and  edify  the  believers,  so  faith- 
fully feeding  the  flock  of  Christ,  performing  all  pastoral 
duties  that,  when  the  chief  shepherd  shall  appear,  ye  may 
receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 


